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3 Mircor 
OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


IN THE 
HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 


Nalle autem est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi qaamplurimas et morborur, 
et diesectionum historias, tum aliorum, tum pr collectas habere, et inter 
se comparare,—Monesent De Sed, et Caus. Mord., lib.iv. Prowmium. 


ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 

CASE OF PYONEPHROSIS FROM OBSTRUCTION OF THE 
URETER BY RENAL CALCULI; RUPTURE INTO THE 
PEKITONEUM, AND CONSEQUENT FATAL PERITONITIS. 

(Under the care of Dr. FuiEr.) 


Tue following case, of great rarity and interest, well illus- 
trates the difficulty presented in the diagnosis of the affection of 
which it formed an example, more especially as the patient 
had been under observation bat three days :— 

Jane B——, aged twenty-one, admitted June 23rd, 1863. Is 
a dressmaker, of a sallow, but not unhealthy appearance, having 
rather an hysterical aspect. She had been ill two weeks. The 
symptoms complained of were nausea, with frequent bilious 
vomiting, and constipated bowels. A few days since she had 
screamed out from a sudden acute pain, referred to the right 
hypochondrium. This was of short duration, and had subsided 
when she was first seen. At this time, indeed, her condition 
was not remarkable, nor such as to warrant any apprehen- 
sion, and the statement of her friends that she had been suffer- 
ing from a severe “‘ bilious attack,” seemed to convey a suffi- 
ciently correct notion of her illness. The pulse was rather 
frequent, and of fair strength ; the tongue moist, and covered 
with a brown fur; the skin rather clammy ; bowels confined. 
There was slight pain and tenderness in the i ion ; 
the catamenia were reported regular; the face di 
either pain or anxiety. She was given a calomel-and-opiam 
pill at once and again at night, and ordered a rhubarb draught 
the following morning ; also to take the saline draught, with 
six drops of dilated prussic acid every six hours, 

She was not much altered next day. The bowels had not 
been well opened. The same treatment was continned, and a 
senna draught was given. 

Early the following morning (25th), after a restless night, 
she screamed as if in acute pain, and had a slight rigor. 
seen her countenance bad undergone a complete change ; it was 
extremely anxious, terrified, and imploring. The lips were 
rather blue ; the tongue drier, and coated at the back ; pulse 
130 ; respiration very rapid and shallow ; the abdomen exces- 
sively tender, especially on the right side. Since the occurrence 
of the pain she had vomited little by little, with distress 
and difficulty, about two ingers fall of thick black fetid 
matter. So she continued till the evening, getting rapidly 
weaker, and quite unequal at last to the exertion required in 
vomiting. Six leeches were — to the abdomen on the right 
side; she was given a grain of opium at the onset of the attack, 
and late in the day was ordered three grains of calomel and one 
of opinm every four hours, No sign of amendmeat occurred. 
In the evening the vomiting stopped, but returned sli 
shortly before her death. The matter vomited was quite b 
and at first very fetid. She continued up to her death y 
conscious and aware of her condition. The urine, which was 
high-coloured, was not examined on her admission, and when 
the serious symptoms set in there was no nity afforded. 

Autopsy, thirty-two hours after death.—In the left ral 
cavity was more than a pint of blackish fluid resemblin y 
urine. The lower part of the pleura costalis was conted ith a 
dark encrustation, which looked as if deposited from the fluid. 
Along the back of the left long was a gan ulceration, 
which exposed the vessels and a branch of bronchial tube. 
These channels were laid bare as if by dissection, The excoria- 
tion was about two inches long, not so wide, and about half an 


inch deep. The right pleura and lung and the heart were 
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natural. The peritoneal cavity contained a quantity of pus, 
which was particularly abundant about the right iliac fossa. 
The bowels were natural, excepting that they were glued to- 
gether by recent lymph and pus. When they were moved 
aside a large ra hole was seen just beneath the liver, from 
which the pus was issuing in ance, This proved to be in 
the anterior surface of right kidney. The opening was 
about the circumference of a half-crown ; the edges were thin 
and vascular, The kidney itself was enormously enlarged, and 
distended by thick pus into a mere bag. The calyces were all 
distended, and lined with a thin layer of false membrane. The 
part of the cavity which had burst was a sort of diverticulum, 
which communicated by a narrow neck with the pelvis. Inter- 
mixed with the pus were many small fragments of calculi, of a 
very friable consistence. Some of these were lodged in the 
ureter, so that a probe could only be passed through the tube 
with much difficulty. The uterus was dilated, so that the 
finger could easily be passed inte the os. A small ovum of very 
early date was found in the upper part of the vagina; it was 
about three-quarters of an inch in diameter, and was probably 
about the fourth week. All the other viscera were healthy. 





KING'S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


A CASE OF CONGENITAL ABSENCE OF THE RIGHT KIDNEY 
AND SUPRA-RENAL CAPSULE. 


(Under the care of Dr. GARROD.) 


For the following details we are indebted to Dr. H. L. Kemp- 
thorne, House-Physician to the hospital :— 

A post-mortem examination was made, on the 3rd of Novem- 
ber, of the body of a man who died of phthisis in the hospital. 
The lungs were found infiltrated with tubercle, and the apices 
were almost riddled with small cavities ; the heart and the 
abdominal viscera were healthy. The left kidney was first felt 
for, and on perceiving it to be so greatly enlarged, the sug- 
gestion naturally arose that the other was atrophied, and 
accordingly greater care was exercised in the dissection. But 
on the right sid- there were no traces of kidney, ureter, or 
renal vessels to be found, while on the left side the whole renal 
apparatus was much enlarged. The kidney, of normal shape 
and structure, lay in its normal situation; its weight was 
thirteen ounces and three quarters, which is considerably more 
than twice the average weight, assuming that to be in the male 
about five ounces and a half; its length was about six inches, 
its breadth three inches, and its thickness one inch and three 
quarters, The ureter and renal vessels were not enlarged to 
such an extent as might have been expected considering the 
size of the kidney, the entrance of the ureter into the bladder 
was in the normal situation, and there was no trace in the 
bladder of anything like the entrance of asecond ureter. There 
was no trace of a supra-renal body on the right side, wh''e that 
of the left side was only of normal size. There was no symptom 
during life, gathered either from the examination of the urine, 
or the percussion and palpation of the abdomen, which would 
in any way have led to the detection of the enlarged kidney. 
Certainly the lumbar region was not percussed with 9 view to 
determine the size of the kidneys, though in this inwauce it 
might have been done to some purpose; even here the a:curacy of 
the result is questionable, for most of us who have atteu:pted to 

out the kidneys have met with very unsatisfactory 
results. On this point two great authorities on percussion, 
Hughes Bennett and Skoda, give very opposite opinions: the 
former states that ‘‘ the dulness and great resistance offered by 
the renal organs are at once determined,” while the latter 
observes that ‘“‘ the character of the percussion sound in the 
lumbar region is but little affected by the size of the kiineys; 
it may be completely dull when they are very small, and tym- 
panitic when they are large when the kidneys have attrined 
to a considerable size, we may possibly arrive at some con- 
clusion by percussion.” An empty state of the intestines would 
probably be favourable for this end, as then the external mar- 
gins would be more readily defined from the contrast between 
the dull note over the kidney, and the hollow note over the 
intestines surrounding their external border. Cases of congeni- 
tal absence of one kidney are rare, only three or four being re- 
corded in Firster’s Pathologische Anatomie, while those cases 
are not so unfrequently met with where some remains of the 
tissue are left, some traces of the ae ae found, and the 
ureter being present, h very sm his state is pro- 
Sihne tho lain of sume dime ia tan tail Sake, ating 
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atrophy of the orgen ; in these cases the supra-renal body is 
unaffected, and the other kidney is proportionately hyper- 
trophied. It would be interesting to ascertain the anatomical 
distribution of the spermatic veins in cases of congenital absence 
of the left kidney, for in the absence of the left renal vein the 
left spermatic vein would probably empty into the inferior 
mesenteric vein, or one of the lef: lumbar veins, or else cross 
the abdominal aorta to join the inferior vena cava, 





WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


SUPPURATING SNUFFLES IN AN INFANT, TAKING ON THE 
CHARACTERS OF OZENA. 
(Under the care of Dr. Gres.) 

Discuarces from the nose taking on the general characters 
of ozena are extremely rare in infants, although not at 
all uncommon in adults. On the 15th inst. a female child, 
between three and four months old, was brought amongst the 
out-patients for advice about its nose. At birth the child took 
cold through being exposed during washing, and at once had 
the snuffles. This continued most pertinaciously, and assamed 
a suppurating character; that is, instead of the usual mucous 
secretion, it was now purulent and somewhat offensive, leading 
to the belief that either the turbinated bones or the deep re- 
cesses of the nostrils were involved in some serious mischief. 
Beyond a redness in the nose itself seen from the front, nothing 
could be observed ; and the application of the rhinoscope was 
not attended with any satisfactory results. The child took 
the breast with great difficulty, and had suffered much consti- 
tutionally in consequence, Alterative powders were ordered, 
together with matico internally in the form of syrap (as sold 
by Newbery), with the view of checking this purulent discharge 
—perhaps solely arising from the mucous membrane. Matico 
has been strongly recommended in France for vaginal and other 
discharges, and employed with the greatest benefit ; and there 
seems to be no reason why its effects should not be seen 
in such cases as the present. On the 22nd inst. a remarkable 
improvement had ensued, and a continuance of the treatment 
was expected shortly to result in a cure, 

In a profuse vaginal discharge from a child of eight years, 
amongst the out-patients, Dr, Gibb found the syrup of matico 
to check it in forty-eight hours, 





ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL. 


PERFORATING WOUND THROUGH THE PALM OF THE HAND 
FROM A PISTOL SHOT; GOOD RECOVERY WITHOUT DE- 
FORMITY. 


“2 (Under the care of Mr. Ure.) 


W. D——, aged sixteen, a healthy-looking lad, was brought 
to the hospital on the 25th of October. Abont-half-past eleven 
o’clock he was in the country, near Harrow,;-shooting birds 
with a pistol. By some accident the trigger was ‘pulled, and 
he received the contents of the barrel in the palm of thie left 
hand, the muzzle of the fire-arm being close to the palm. 
There was an irregalar, punctured, and scorched wound on the 
palmar surface of the hand, which passed between the meta- 
carpal bones of the middle and ring fingers, forming a jagged 
and oblique rent of all the soft parts between these bones, so 
that the hand appeared as if riven in two, through the flesh- 
wound. The contents of the pistol having been discharged 
close to the part, caused a perforated wound after the manner 
of a ball, as pointed out by Dupuytren, There was no hemor- 
rhage to speak of ; indeed, the ted and contused character 
of the wound necessarily precluded bleeding to any extent. 
The boy’s countenance was good. Wet lint was applied to the 
woonded surfaces, and strips of adhesive plaster to approxi- 
mate the torn The band and forearm were laid on a 
one splint. Two days afterwards a bread poultice ‘was 
applied. 

October 29th,—-The wounds are making favourable progress ; 
couutenance good ; pulse 94 ; skin rather hot ; tongue shows a 
whitish fur; bowels confined. He complained from the pre- 
ceding day of some stiffness and uneasiness referred to the back 
of the head, but could open his mouth perfectly. He was 
ordered seven grains of jalap with three grains of calomel. 

October 30th.—He slept soundly duriog the night ; there 
was free alvine discharge ; the pain and stiffness referred to 





the back of the head have subsided ; cl srcoal poultices were 
applied, whereby the sloughing was arrested and suppuration 
established. 

By November 16th the wounds were nearly healed, and firm 
union of the riven hand had taken place, There was no sink- 
ing of the fingers, as is prone to occur when a metacarpal bone 
is shattered. was, however, anesthesia of the mid-finger, 
resulting from the damage inflicted on the digital branches of 
the median nerve; 

Some apprehension was entertained lest tetanus might super. 
vene when he began to complain of stiffness and pain referre: 
to the back of the head ; but fortunately there was no farther 

round of alarm. He returned home on the 21st of November. 

e has twice shown himself at the hospital since, with the 
hand steadily improving. 





ON THE 


HOME TREATMENT OF THE EARLIER 
STAGES OF INSANITY. 


By GEORGE ROBINSON, M_D., F.R.U.P., 
FORMERLY LECTURER ON MEDICINE AND MENTAL DISORDERS IN THE 
NEWCASTLE MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


NoTWITHSTANDING the great progress made in ameliorating 
the condition of the insane after their admission into asylums, 
it must, I think, be granted, that very much remains to be 
done before the present alarming increase of lunacy can be 
effectually checked. And it is equally evident that the realiza- 
tion of this important object depends more upon the skill and 
influence of the great body of medical practitioners than on the 
utmost efforts of those comparatively few members of the pro- 
fession whose attention is exclusively confined to:cases of con- 
firmed mental disease. 

At present, unfortunately, little or no provision is made for 
the instruction of medical students in this department of 
pathology, and many uently enter upon practice with- 
out having any knowledge of the peculiarities of insanity. But 
the experience of all competent observers tends to prove that 
the curability of mental disease is in an inverse proportion to 
its duration. The medical officers of asylums, who almost ex- 
clusively possess the requisite information, do not therefore in 

neral see the patient until the disordered state of mind has 

so long, or given rise to such dangerous consequences, as 
to warrant the reception of the case into an institution set apart 
for the purpose. 

It is not necessary to indicate at any length the evils result- 
ing frova this state of things, both to the patient and to the 
character of the profession generally. The advantages of pro- 
per medical treatment are often entirely lost at that very time 
when the disease is most readily combated, and the person 

instead of being restored to reason in a few days, may, 
from this neglect of a critical opportunity, be condemned to 
mental annihilation for life ; while the limited extent to which 
purely medical treatment avails for the cure of confirmed in- 
sanity, or that of a certain duration, has generated an opinion 
in many influential quarters most hostile to the claims of 
medical science as a directur and guide in questions involving 
the pathology of the mind, and even the management of the 
insane. 

Now, in the interest of the medical 


, which is 
always identical with that of humanity, 


believe) it to be of 
great im that mental disease should be ht more 
within the domain of general pathology, and, above all, that 
the precious time allowed for treatment at the very commence- 
ment of the malady should not be wasted or perverted by in- 
judicious measures, Unfortunately, the experience of medical 
officers in asylums proves that of a admitted a cer- 
tain proportion have previousiy su from, and their chances 
of recovery consequently been diminished by, either positively 
injurious treatment, or, more generally, an absence of those 
external favourable conditions which were essential to their 
well-being. The task of diminishing, as far as possible, those 
noxious inflaences devolves on the ordinary medical attendant, 
and he is often called upon to exercise his tact and ingenuity 
under very adverse circumstances. ; 
My immediate is therefore to try to facilitate this 
work b beineing $e on it such special knowledge as I may 
have i uring some years’ o ation of cases of in- 
sanity both in asylums and in private practice, and such thera- 
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: TINCTURE OF SESQUICHLORIDE OF IRON IN DELIRIUM TREMENS, [Dec. 26, 1863. 725 
peutic principles as may be suggested by & general study of | rational and From this time he rapidly and satis- 
thology. factorily reco 
One explanation I may perhaps be allowed to offer, Nothing Remarks,—Tbe 
a ne Feiner from my wish than to sanction in any way he a state of confusion 
detention of insane persons at home. Whenever issanity has | submitting a new suggestion to the p 
manifested itself to such an extent as to justify the requisite cer- | at present by only a single case. He must be a man of rare 
tificates, the patient should at once be removed to an asylum. decision who is at once clear as to bis duty in the treatment of 
No private house can possibly com! aried resoarces | deliriam tremens : whether to give a dose of digitalis, which a 
iliti by a large and well-con- | few years ago would have been thought simply an overpower- 
ducted institution arranged exclusively for persons so affit ing poison, and which given in delirium tremens seems occa- 
‘And not being myrelf connected with any ssylum, this opinion sionally to act as such ; whether to give antimony and purgsa- 
may be received as given in sincerity. Bat, practically, | tives, or beef-tea and support ; whether to poor in spirit or to 
we find that certain time ‘does always exist between the first | withhold and eliminate it, There is no more discreditable chap- 
manifestati of insanity and the determina- ter in all the practice of physic than the treatment of deliriam 
jum, and it is to this | tremens. Little importance can be attached to one case, but 
it is sufficient to justify farther experiment. In twenty-seven 
‘iw medical attendant will act wisely, a5 & general | hours the tremor was almost gone, the patient became quiet 
rule, in mentioning to the friends the — necessity of legal | and e, and a natural sense of fatigue usbered in 
restraint from the commencement of the attack ; but there are actual sleep, which speedily restored the patient to health. At 
always feelings—prejucices, if we may venture to call them ms a more natural and safe remedy 
so—which militate stroug'y against the employment of the | for a pale, weak, sweating, timid, and tremulous drunkard 
legal forms required for mission to an hospital for the insane, than tincture of digitalis ; ‘and my object will be attained if 
and which press for “a trial at home.” Then the medical | the profession give it » fair and full trial. Probably larger 
attendant is sometimes painfally sita doses than I gave would be well borne. 
harshness of the law as regards his responsibilities mast, andat | Highbury-park West, 1863. 
present does, tend to prevent the early removal i — 
The law very properly requires clear of 
sapity, but the expression of & scientific or technical opinion 
should be plainly distinguished from the quasi-magisterial act 
which consigns the inhabitant of a free country to © plese st 
detention, and these totally distinct functions, with ir at- 
tendant responsibilities, be assigned to different persons. 





therapeatics of delirium tremens are in such 
and confliction that I make no apology for 
jon though. su 








tion to remove the patient to an asy 
interval only that my are intended to apply. 





ARE THE ROSE SPOTS OF TYPHOID FEVER 
ALWAYS DIAGNOSTIC OF THAT AFFEC- 


TION? 
By HENRY KENNEDY, M.D. 


















The forme of insanity Shinary resi called upon to avtiant 
treat at patient's ordinary residence are, acute mania, | ‘Tye three following cases appear to me so important, as bear- 
eielaenele, insanity, and the remarks which,» ing on the question stated above, and thus opening up & new 

of this subject, that I venture to submit them to the 


these, I shall, however, just notice the various conditions in- 
volved im the general management 
circumstances, 

Welbeck-street, Cavendish-square, Dec. 1963. 


TINCTURE OF SESQUICHLORIDE OF IRON 
IN DELIRIUM TREMENS. 


By JAMES GREY GLOVER, M.D. Epr., 
LATS NOM, GURGRON TO THE SOUTH SHIELDS AND WESTOR DISPENSABY, BTC. 
Lsaw R—, ® drayman, for the first time on Sunday morn- 
ing, October 11th, at half-past nine. He had been under the 
ne aement of another practitioner for five days; probably the 
ordinary treatment by pe ives, opiates, and support. The | matters 
disease was still at its height. There had been no sleep for 
five days. He was so unraly as to require two men in the room 
sve. ham, and eo threatening towards his wife Ubat she had to 
keep out of the room. Sweat stood in drops on the skin, &c. 
A toad sign about him was the avidity with which be dispose! 
of mutton chop during my visit. 1 gave him one grain of 
ium every three hours, and, in the interval of the opiates, 
fifteen drops of the tincture of the sesquichloride of iron ; also 

broth, and half an ounce of spirit every three hours, 


notice of the profession :— 

Case 1.—Mr. C——, aged twenty-three years, admitted into 
pay ward of Sir Patrick Dun’s Hospital on the evening of the 
15th of November last. In my absence he was then seen by my 

Moore. The next day I had also the assistance 








with all the symptoms of enteric fever, attended by sharp 
i ed in a few days by @ well-marked crop of 
‘which were confined to the chest and ab- 
domen. The statement was made without any inquiry on my 
part; and Dr. Burke further remarked that as the spots dis- 

, whict had been localized, seemed to become 































PF ; , 
Case 2.—Mr. —, aged twenty-seven, admitted into pay 
ward Nov. 12th. He had been under my care from the begin- 
of his illness, which commenced wi i : 


in most wach cases, the control 
tact than of force. Though his attendante found the greatest 
aaa” him, I could get him to do anything 1 
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THE ANALYTICAL SANITARY COMMISSION. 








y ward Nov. 19th, labouring under fever, of which she had 

n ill at least sixteen days, though not all that time im bed. 
Besides the usual s bad a very rapid pulse, above 
130, and extensive bronchitis through both lungs. Her eyes 
were much injected, and there was slight delirmm, especially 
atnight. The tongue was that of typhus. The leng affection 
required special treatment. On the third day from admission 
she presented a well marked crop of rose-coloured spots, con- 
fined to the sides of the chest and abdomen, and fifteen in 
number; but she had no other symptom of typhoid fever—no 
pain on pressure, no tympany, nor diarrhea, About the 
twenty-fourth dey of the fever the crisis began by sweating, 
which, though not profuse, lasted three days, after which she 
made a rapid rcovery. The case was sent in by Dr. Sinclair, 


and was seen, when the spots were at their height, by Dr. 
Moore. 


These three cases, which all occurred in November, 1863, 
appear to me very important. I had seen similar cases in 
former years, and stated so in my paper brought before the 
Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society of London in May, 1860. 
They appear to my mind to strike at the very foundation of the 
views held in London and elsewhere, as connecting the rose- 
coloured spots, and in small numbers on the chest and abdomen, 
with an enteric lesion ; for, beyond any question, nothing of 
this kind existed here, and yet the spots might in the two last 
cases be taken as models, I am not quite sure bot that similar 
cases have been described by others, though | cannot refer to 
them now. With my own views these cases admit of the easiest 
explanation, But I must leave it to the gentlemen who hold 
for a plurality of poisons to explain them on theirs. 

Dublin, Dec, 1863. 
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IMPURITIES AND ADULTERATIONS. 





SPIRITUS ZTHERIS NITRICI. 


(SECOND REPORT.) 


Ix the report on Spirit of Nitric Ether pablished in Tue 
Lancer of November 14th, the results were given of the exa- 
mination of thirty-two samples of that article, purchased at the 
establishments of various pharmaceutists and chemists resident 
in the metropolis, 

It waa shown that the weight or specific gravity of the various 
samples ranged between 834, the Pharmacopeial standard, and 
952,—a difference of no less than 118 grains,—due mainly, it 
was affirmed, to admixture with water in various proportions. 

That the acidity also varied greatly, it ranging in each 
thousand grain measures of the spirit from 45-100ths to 14-4 
grains. 

That a large proportion of the samples contained aldehyde, 
which was present in some of them in considerable amount. 

That nearly one half the samples, in place of being prepared 
with vinous alcohol, were made with methylated spirit, 

The fact was also prominently referred to, that both Pereira 
and Rodgers failed to separate the hyponitrous ether, believed 
to form an essential and distinctive constituent of spirit of nitric 
ether, by means of a saturated solution of chloride of calcium, 
the method usually employed. This failure, it was suggested 
by Mr. Rodgers, possibly arose from their having experimented 
with the spirit of nitric ether of the London in place of the 
Edinburgh Pharmacopeeia, the latter being prepared in an 
essentially different manner. 

The samples «xperimented upon by Pereira were of Howard’s 
manufacture, and had a ific gravity of 850; those from 


which Rodgers endeavoured to separate the h itrous ether 
were obtained from some chemists. — 





The foregoing are all highly important facts and data relatin 

to the —s pt yo ms of a prime article of the 
materia i They do not, however, exhaust the subject, 
and we have therefore considered it desirable 
investigations. 
The points to which we have given special attention are the 
—— gravity of spirit of nitric ether, the presence of water, 
the presence or absence of hyponitrous ether, and the manu- 
facture of the article. 

Two methods were followed a view to the separation 
nite epee ahemste ane only of which need we at 
present refer. The plan first employed was to pour into glass 
tubes of suitable length and diameter a saturated solution of 
chloride of calcium, prepared either from the dry or fused chlo- 
ride (it does not appear to matter which), and then to add to 
this half its volame of the spirit of nitric ether 1o be tested ; 
the tubes were then hermetically closed, the conterts well 
agitated, and the tubes set aside at rest for some hours, If 
hyponitrous ether is present in any amount beyond mere traces, 
the mixture, when shaken, assumes a milky appearance, which 
remains for a short time, and which is in itself a sufficient indica- 
tion of the presence of the ether. When the amount is consider- 
able, usually the separation of the greater part of the ether takes 
place in the course of a few minutes, and sometimes it is almost 
instantaneous. When the sample is free from nitrous ether, 
the mixture, when agitated, speedily becomes as clear as water, 
provided the solution of chloride of calcium has been pre- 
viously filtered. 

We stated in our first report that the specific gravity of the 
nitre affords evidence of the absence or presence of surplus 
water and of itsamount. This statement, so far as it relates 
to the spirit of nitric ether sold by the London chemists, we 
see no reason to retract; there are, however, of course, other 
means by which the amount of water in spirit of nitric ether 
may be determined absolutely and directly. The method we 
have pursued is the following :— Recently ignited carbonate of 
po was placed in a tube of the proper size and length, and 
upon it a measured quantity of the spirit to be tested was 
poured. The quantity of potash and of the spirit must, in all 
comparative trials, stand in etrict relation to each other; usually 
the alkali should form one-seventh or one-eighth part of the 
weight of the spirit employed. If too much potash be used, 
the effect of the spirit upon it cannot be so readily seen and 
appreciated. The tube should then be hermetically closed, and 
the contents well shaken from time to time. The effects in 
most cases are at once more or less apparent, but in general 
they are best observed after the tubes have been standing at 
rest for three or four days. If the spirit of nitric ether be of 
the Pharmacopeial standard, or even within some few degrees 
of it, the potash, in place of becoming soft and more or less 
dissolved according to the amount of water present, swells up 
and breaks into granules, so that it occupies frequently twice 
its original space in the tube ; and in this condition it remains, 

The of this increase in the bulk of the potash 
appears to be this: that while there is water just sufficient in 
the article to canse the particles of the potash to swell up, there 
is not enough to exert any liquefying action. It is really 
extraordinary how delicate this method is of determining the 
presence of surplus water in spirit of nitric ether, and its 
amount. 

We now state that in using, in our first report on spirit of 
nitric ether, the expression ‘‘ over weight,” we of course meant 
over Pharmacopwial. weight, and by ‘‘surplus water” we 
meant water in excess of that contained in the Pharmacopeial 
preparation of the standard or authorized gravity—namely, 
834, or even within a few degrees of that standard. 

We will now proceed to give some further results of the 
examination of the noticed in our first report, as also 
of some other samples. 


to pursue our 


Resvutts oF THE EXAMINATION OF NUMEROUS SAMPLES OF 
Semir or Nrrric Ermer PuRcHaseD IN THE METRO- 
POLIS. 

Sample 1st. 

Parchased of—Mr. Squire, 277, Oxford-street. 

Specific gravity 8332. Furnishes a thin tilm of hyponitrous 
ether, Carbonate of potash, thoroughly dried, swells and 
breaks up into granules, and thus occupies a much larger 
espace in the tube, showing the absence of surplus water, 


Sample 2nd. 

Purchased of—Messrs. Bell and Co., 338, Oxford-street. 

Specific gravity 839°0. Furnishes a thin film of hyponitrous 
ether, the carbonate of potash swells up, and becomes 








granular, as in the previous sample. 
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Sample 3rd. 
Purchased of —Mr. Dinneford, New Bond-street. 
Specific gravity 857°0. Furnishes a thin film of hyponitrous 
ether. Potash acted upon, and partially dissolved, show- 
ing the presence of surplas water, not exceeding 6 percent. 


Sample 4th, 
Purchased of —Messrs. Waugh and Co., 177, Regent-street, 
Specific gravity 843°1. No hyponitrous ether separated by 
the solution of chloride of calcium. Potash a good deal 


acted upon. 
Sample 5th. 
Purchased of—Messrs, Savory and Moore, 220, F t-street. 
Specific gravity 858°5. Furnishes a very thin film of Aypo- 
nitrous ether, Potash a good deal acted upon, showing the 
presence of about 7 per cent. of surplus water, 


, Sample 6th, 
Purchased of —Mr. James Brown, 27, Aldgate, E. 
Specific gravity 852°5. No hyponitrous ether separated. 
‘otash a good deal acted upon, and in dissolved, 
showing the presence of abvut 5 per cent. of surplus water. 


Sample 7th, 
ae ey of—Mr. Good, 47, Minories. 
pecific gravity 8330. No hyponitrous ether separated. 
P. swelling up and breaking into granules, showing 
the absence of surplus water. 
Sample 8th. 
ene of — Messrs. hag = Hora and Co., 58, Minories. 
Specific gravity 861°8. 0 hyponitrous ether separated. 
Potash more than half dissolved, with a considerable 
stratum of water floating on the sarface, showing the pre- 
sence of fully 8 per cent. of surplus water, 


Sample 9th. 
Purchased of—Mr. Henry Metzler, 98, Minories. 
Specific gravity 8574. No hyponitrows ether ted. 
Potash a good deal acted upon, partly dissolved, and with 
a thin stratam of water floating on the surface, showing 
the presence of about 6 per cent. of surplus water. 


Sample 10th, 
Purchased of—Mr. F. Y . 137, Minories. 
Specific gravity 858°4. No hyponitrous ether 
Potash a good deal acted upon and partly dissolved, show 
ing the presence of surplus water, amounting to about 


per cent. 
Sample 11th. 
Peete of—Messrs. Cook oe Baines, 140, Minories. 
pecific gravity 8542. 0 hyponitrous ether separated. 
Potash a good deal acted upon, and a portion dissolved, 
indicating the presence of about 5 per cent. of surplus 
water 


‘ Sample 12th, 
Doptomet of—Mr. maaionsen, A, Upper East Smithfield. 
pecific gravity 9. o hyponitrous ether separated. 
Potash « good deal acted upon, showing the presence of 
surplus water, t vity in this case boing i 
due to excess of free acid. 
Sample 13th. 
—— of—Mr. a | np Smi*hfield, 
pecific gravity ‘3. Vo hyponitrous ether separated. 
Potash a good deal acted upon, and indicating the presence 
of about 5 per cent, of surplus water. 


Sample 14th. 


Parchased of—Dr. Belinfante, 44, St. George-street East. 
Specific gravity 853°6. No hyponitrous ether separated. 
Potash dissolved to the extent of one-half, and covered 
with a thin stratum of water, indicating the presence of 
about 5 per cent. of surplus water, 


Sample 15th, 
Purchased of—Mr. Ringrose, 123, St. George-street East. 
Specific gravity 8830. No hyponitrous ether separated. 
Potash entirely dissolved, and a stratum of water separated, 
fally equal to 20 per cent, 





Sample 16th, 
Purchased of —Mesars. Foulger and Son, 133, St. George-street 
Hast. 


Specific gravity 851°3. No hyponitrous ether separated. 
Potash partly dissolved, and covered with a stratum of 
water, indicating the presence of more than 4 per cent. of 
surplus water. 

Sample 17th. 
Purchased of —Mr. Wood, 206, High-street, Shadwell. 

Specific gravity 8635. No hyponitrous ether . 
Potash two-thirds dissolved, and covered with a stratum of 
water, indicating the presence of about 9 per cent. of water. 


Sample 18th, 
Purchased of--Mr. J. T. Croucher, 223, High-street, Shadwell. 
Specific gravity 843°4. No hyponitrous ether separated. 
Potash increased in bulk, showing that the excess of water 
was but very small in this case. 


Sample 19th. 
Purchased of —Mr. G. Crutcher, 226, High-street, Shadwell, 
Specific gravity 917-4. No hyponitrous ether. Potash all dis- 
solved, and a column of water separated equal to 34 per 


cent, 
Sample 20th. 
Purchased of—Mr. Brooks, King David-lane, Back-road, 
Shadwell. 


Specific gravity 860°2. No hyponitrous ether separated. 
Potash a goo.i deal acted upon, indicating the presence of 
about 7 per cent. of surplus water, 


Sample 2ist. 
Purchased of —Mr. White, corner of New-road, Commercial- 
road East. 


Specific gravity 5510. No hyponitrous ether 
Potash partly dissolved, but no stratum of water on the 
surface, indicating the presence of about 4 per cent. of 
surplus water, 

Mr. White, in the very straightforward and candid letter 
which we published in Tue Lancer of November 21st, stated 
that he kept two bottles containing spirit of nitric ether, one 
undiluted spirit, the other dilated with about 12 per cent. of 
water. We are satisfied that the sample obtained by us does not 
contain anything like 12 per cent. of surplus water; we are there- 
fore led to believe that the article furnished to us was the un- 
diluted spirit of nitric ether. Perhaps Mr. White's ‘‘ poor feet” 
were so sore at the time that he took the first bottle of nitre that 


came to hand, 
Sample 22nd. 
Purchased of—Mr. J. C. Dyke, 12, Northumberland-place, 
Commercial-road East, 

Specific ity §78°0. No hyponitrous ether separated, 
Potash much dissolved, and covered with a stratam of 
water, indicating the presence of 15 per cent. of surplus 
water, 

Sample 23rd. 
Purchased of —Mr. W. Clarke, 22, Hereford -place, Commercial- 
road East. 

Specific grevity 854°0. No hyponitrous ether 
Potash a deal acted upon and partly dissolved, in- 
dicating the presence of 5 per cent. of surplus water. 

Sample 24th. 
Parchased of—Mr. J. W. Kay, 13, King’s-place, Commercial- 

Specie —— 15. No hypon ther ted 

i ity 911°5. 0 itrous et separated, 
Potash entirely dissolved, and covered with a stratum cr 
column of water fully equal to 30 per cent. 
Sample 25th. 
Purchased of—Mr. Belcher, 3, New-road, Wellclose-square, 

Specific gravity 871-4. No hyponitrows ether separated, 
Potash much acted upon, but scarcely to such an extent 
as to indicate the presence of 12 per cent. of surplus water, 

ing probably to the large amount of /ree acid which this 
ponte. contains, 
Sample 26th. 
Parchased of —Mr. Hewitt, 1, Well-street, Wellclose-squere, 
Specific gravity 918°0. No hyponitrous ether se 


meen Perot dinn comes «hs of 
water about equal to 34 per cent. of surplus water. 
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Sample 27th. 


so of—Mr. J. Loane, gees , ee 

pecific gravity 867°8. Yields a thin film yponttrous 
ether. Potash two-thirds dissolved, and covered by a 
stratum of water, indicating the presence of fully 10 per 
cent, of surplus water, 


Sample 28th. 


Purchased of—Mr. Blackman, High-street, Whitechapel. 
Specific gravity 853°4. No hyponitrous ether separated. 
Potash dissolved to the extent of a third, showing the 
presence of about 5 per cent, of surplus water, 


Sample 29th, 
Purchased of—Mr. Stirling, 86, High-street, Whitechapel. 
Specific gravity 854°0. No hyponitrous ether separated. 
Potash a good deal acted upon, and showing the presence 
of about 5 per cent. of surplus water. 


Sample 30th. 
Parchased of—Mr. Comley, 71, High-street, Whitechapel. 
Specifics gravity 849°3. No h itrous ether separated, 
Potash partially dissolved, and covered with a thin stratam 
of water, indicating the presence of fully 3 or 4 per cent. 
of surplus water. 
Sample 31st. 


Parchased of—Mr. Gorton, 144, High street, Whitechapel. 
Specyfie gravity 904°3. No hyponitrous. ether separated, 
Potash all dissolved, and replaced by a column of water, 
showing the presence of fully 23 per cent. of surplus water, 


Sample 32nd. 


The article in this case was not obtained under circumstances 
to admit of the name being given. 

Specific gravity 952°0. No hyponitrous ether . 
Potash entirely dissolved, and replaced by a columa of 
an oa fully equal to one-half the so-called spirit of nitric 
ether. 

It might possibly be objected to the above results, so far as 
the hyponitrous ether is concerned, that the samples, having been 
purchased some few weeks, the ether which the might have 

ly contained had disappeared by evaporation. In order 
to meet this objection, we procured some fresh samples from 
sources from which the best examples of spirit of nitric ether 
procurable in the metropolis were likely to be obtained. With 
two of the samples the names of the manufacturers were 
— us; but since these were not procured by us direct 
rom the makers, we refrain from giving the names, but wil! 
merely observe that one of the firms manufactures a very large 
quantity of the article, and has a reputation for making 
best in the market. The other samples were from 


the following houses :—-The Apothecaries’ Hall; the General 


A Company ; Messrs, Bell and Co. ; Messrs, Corb 
Holborn; Mr. Dinneford ; Messrs. Savory and Moore; and Mr. 
Squire, The only one of these nine samples which farnished 
even the smallest evidence of the presence of hyponitrous ether 
was that of Messrs. Savory and Moore, on which a distinct but 
thin ia of the ether, not amounting, however, to one per 
cent., ed, The result of the examination of these es, 
therefore, does away with the notion that the ether had dis- 
ap ; although at the same time there is good reason to 
be that it does gradually lessen in samples which are not 
well secured, 

But, again, it may be urged, that had we adopted other 
methods of examination, possibly ether might have been sepa- 
rated. Although this objection is really unfounded, since, if 
nitrous ether be present in more than mere traces, it may 
always—as will be shown presently—-be readily separated by 
means of the saturated solution of chloride of calcium ; yet in 
order to meet such an objection, another method of extraction 
was resorted to. Phillips, in his translation of the Pharma- 
copeia, states that hyponitrous ether may be ted from 
the alcohol, water, and uncombined acid oy digesting lime 
reduced to powder in it, and subjecting the mixture ‘to dis- 
tillaticn, proceeding was adopted with four of the 
a Three of these samples were represented to us as made 
by the two manufactaring tirms already alluded to; and one was 
a portion of the original sample obtained from Messrs, Bell 
and Co, - Of each of these samples, after digestion with lime, 
ps all off and tested in the usual 

r ether. In three of the samples, in- 
cluding that of Messrs, Bell and Co., a thin film of the ether 





separated, which, however, did not amount to } of a per- 
cent, It must be remembered that the small quantity of 
the spirit S Gear we - off oe —_—_ whatever 
hyponitrous t be present in whole quantity of 
apirit, digested with the lime and submitted to distillation, 
notwithstanding which the result of thie proceeding stands 
thus : Before treatment with the lime in two of the samples, 
including that from Bell and Co., a pellicle of the ether formed ; 
while after distillation it ap in three out of the four 
samples, 

The fact, therefore, way be accepted as established, that the 
ethers examined by us were, as stated, for the most part free 
from hyponitrous ether, or contained only sufficient to scent 
bo while in a few of the samples it was present in traces 
only. 

A fact may now be mentioned to prove that by means of a 
saturated solution of chloride of calcium the hyponitrous ether 
may always be readily separated when present. Some samples 
of spirit of nitric ether from Edinburgh were procured through 
the instrumentality of Mr, Rodgers. One, labeled Duncan, 
Flockhart, and Co., furnished, after it had been kept for some 
two or three weeks, about 3 per cent. of hyponitrous ether; a 
second, labsled J. F. Macfarlan and Co,, gave about 14 per 
cent.; while a thi ing the name of James bs 
yielded only a very thin pellicle of the ether. Probably the 

uantities foand in these samples would have been greater had 
Sor hase tested immediately on their arrival, It will be re- 
membered ‘hat in our first report we explained that the Edin- 
burgh spirit of nitric ether was made by adding the bypo- 
nitrous eth-7 cirect to the alcohol, so that it cannot fail, if pro- 
perly made originally, and if not subsequently spoiled, to con- 
tain more or less of the hyponitrous ether, which, it is stated, 
eee ee aes ere —o vied 

Leaving for the preseat subject of hyponitrous in 
sweet spirit of nitre, a few additional observations may now be 
made having reference to the ce of water therein. 

The evidence afforded by llquefying action of different 
spirits of nitric ether on thoroughly dried carbonate of 
is most satisfactory and conclusive, yet it will be useful to ad- 
duce some evidence of a different kind, , 

A certain quantity of carbonaie of potash was added 
different samples, the specific gravity of which was 
ascertained, and after a few hours the gravity of 
samples was again determined. The results of this 


are stated below. 
Specific Gravity at 60° F. 


Now, all the did in this case was to remove the 
greater part, but by no means the whole, of the water, and to 
neutralize any free acid. It had no effect on any hyponitrous 
ether present, except to tend to free it, as shown by the fact that 
it was obtained, as before, from Duncan, Flockhart, and Co.'s 
sample, while even a thin film of it appeared on the manufac- 
turer’s sample which previously had not exhibited any traces 
of it. In this manner, also, as well as by the solvent action of 


peerian hm mynenl potash, satisfactory evidence may be 
obtained of the presence of water and of its amount. is 
only necessary to remember, that where mach free acid is pre- 
sent this will form with the potash a salt or salts bperiens th 
the acid or acids t, some of which may be held in solu 

by the spirit, and so tend to increase the gravity. 

Di, with lime, and subsequent distillation, have mach 
the same effect as the carbonate of potash, as will be apparent 
on an examination of the following figures :— 

Speeific Gravity. 
From— Before. After. 
A Manufacturer ... 848... S31 


While, therefore, we have some important additional facts 
to communicate, we have nothing to alter or retract of our 
first report. The rule that the specitic gravity shows the 
amount of water in spirit of nitric ether-- at least in London 
samples, the only ones with which we have had to do—is one 





which we have not hitherto found to yield other. than correct 
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indications, The only circumstance, so far as we are aware, 
which would, within certain narrow limits, tend to derange 
this rule is, the of much hyponitrous ether or of 
large quantities of free acid, which are more injurious than the 
water. 


If, indeed, as has been assumed, the spirit of nitrous ether 
of the London shops was invariably with spirit of wine 
of gravity 838 ; if it always contained, as has been hitherto 

, some 10 or 12 per cent. of hyponitrous ether ; if it 
were never subsequently treated with te of potash ; and 
if, finally, it were never redistilled, and one uniform process of 
manufacture were , then the resulting compound would 
doubtless a higher specific gravity than that given in the 
London ia: bat then it so bappens that each and 
all of those “‘ ifs” stand in opposition to ascertained facts. 

“If” the first is met by the fact that the spirit of wine used 
is often of several degrees lower specific gravity than that of 

Pharmacopwia—-namely, 838. ‘‘ If” the second is answered 

the fact that the spirit of nitric ether sold in the metropolis 

is either wholly destitate of hyponitrous ether, or contains little 

than traces thereof. “If” the third is negatived by the 

fact that carbonate of potash is sometimes added to it ; 

that spirit of nitric ether is even, in some instances, kept 

potash, it serving the double purpose of removing water 

of neutralizing acidity. Lastly, in reply to ‘ if” the 

fourth, it may be stated that spirit of nitric ether is sometimes 

ice distilled ; that the distillation is conducted with various 

degrees of heat, and therefore with variable rapidity, and which 

alone would occasion great diversity in the composition and 

gravity of the resulting distillate. Even supposing a large 

quantity of bh itroas ether and water to be present, the mere 

itation with carbonate of potash would reduce the gravity 
either to, or very close upon, the Pharmacopceial standard. 

We have now just one other remark to make what 
we have the extra or surplus water in the different 
samples of spirit of nitric ether examined. We have never 
given utterance to a single word in either of our reports which 
implied, nor did we for a moment intend to imply, that the 
presence of the smaller quantities of water noticed depended 
upon intentional admixture, or was due to any other than 

causes; and yet certain writers have not scrupled to 
attribute to us 453 4n unfounded statement. + ™ 

Hitherto it been pretty generally supposed that spirit 
nitric ether owed its more valuable and distinctive metticinal 
properties to the hyponitrous ether which it was believed to 
contain; but now, since that ether has been shown to be wholly 
undiscoverable in the majority of the samples, and, when pre- 
sent, to be so in quantities scarcely appreci are we justified 
in concluding that the nitric ether of the English Pharmacopeia 
is little more than a mixture of alcohol, water, free acid, with 
sometimes more or less aldehyde, and with just such an infini- 
tesimal t of hyponit ether as to impart to it a cha- 
racteristic odour ?—are we, in fact, to conclude that all that has 
been said or written upon this article, so fat as relates to the 
English preparation, as sold by chemists, is imaginary, aod 
has no real foundation? There is every reason to believe that 
this is really the case. 

We will now endeavour to state clearly and succinctly the 
results to which our investigations have led os, so far as they 
relate to the 32 samples of sweet spirit of nitre as purchased in 





the me 

Ist, That the specific gravity of the samples ranged between 
833, one grain below the Ph«rmacopeial weight, and 952, or 
118 grains above that standard, the difference of weight being 
maialy dvs to water. 

That the acidity of the various samples ranged between 
45-100ths of a grain per thousand grain measures and 14:4 
grains—a wide variation, 

3rd. That aldehyde was present in nearly all the samples, 
the amount being large in many. 

4th. That 27 of the 32 samples contained water over and 
above that found in the two samples which were of the weight 
prescribed by the Pharmacopeia, and also in those which most 
nearly approached that weight—namely, that of Messrs, Bell 
and Co., which had a specific gravity of 539, and of Mr. 
Croucher, the gravity of which was 843°4. The water, or rather 
excess of water, varied from some 3 or 4 per cent. to fully 50 
per cent., or over half the article. 

5th. That a large proportion of the samples had the smell of 

spirit of nitre. 

Such were the conclusions to which our examinations of the 
article led us, and which were made known in our first report 
on the subject, 

The above 32 samples, as well as of many others, have, as we 





have seen, been re-examined more especially for hyponitrous 
ether and for water, the results bein, 

let. That as regards the hyponitrous ether of the 32 samples 
originally examined, in 5 only, those of Messra, Bell, Dinneford, 
Loane, Squire, and Savory, was a thin film of the ether sepa- 
rated, not nearly equal to even half a per cent. of the whole 
article; while not a trace of ether was discoverable in the re- 
maining 27 samples. 

2nd. That as respects the water, the correctness of the con- 
clusions originally arrived at is fully established. \ 

We now turn to another branch of the subject, and will 
endeavour to determine whether the condition of the article 
when first manufactured serves to explain the state in which 
it is met with in the establishments of pharmaceutical chemists 
of even the first repute. 

With this view, we have ourselves made several samples of 
the spirit of nitric ether of the London Pharmacopeia. On 
each occasion the ingredients used were of the exact specific 

vity prescribed—the spirit 838, and the nitric acid 1420, 
The quantity made was one-third that ordered in the Pharma- 


copcia, 

Of the first quantity made the distillation was conducted at 
a temperature of 10S° F, The distillate was divided inte two 
portions: 

The first—3 ounces—had a greenish tinge, and the odour, 
not strongly developed, of spirit of nitric ether. Its specific 
gravity, owing to a little water having accidentally got into the 
receiver, was 561°6. Tt was free from acidity, contained a little 
aldehyde, ‘and farnished only a trace of h itrous ether, 

The second portion—6 ounces 2 drachms 2 scraples—was 
less coloured ; it had more the odour of spirit of nitric ether ; 
its specific gravity was $37°9; its acidity was equal to 100 
grain of carbonate of soda per 1000 grain measures ; 1t contained 
a trace only of aldehyde; and it farnished a decided film of 
byponitrous ether — very much less, however, than would 
amount to even 4 per cent. 

The residue in the retort had a specific gravity of 981; it 
was not tested at the time for byponitrous ether, but about a 
fortnight subsequently, when it was found to contain no less 
than 20 per cent. of that ether. Its nearly complete absence 
in the second portion of the distillate is sufficient to show that 
the ether was formed in the bottle in the period between the 


distillation and its subsequent examination for hyponitrous 


The two portions mixed together yielded only a thin pellicle 
of the oily-looking ether, 

The distillate of the second quantity made was divided into 
four i The distillation, as before, was condacted over 
a water bath ; and the temperature at which the first two por- 
tions were distilled was 196° F., and the second two portions 


200° F. 

The first portion—3 ounces 3 drachms—was slightly tinted ; 
had only faintly the odour of spirit of nitric ether ; its specifie 
gravity was.S39 ; its acidity equal to 75-100ths of a grain of 
sode per 1000 measures; it contained a little aldehyde; and 
it did not furnish any evidence of the presence of hyponitrous 


The second portion—3 ounces 2 drachms—also having slightly 
the odour o! spirit of nitric ether, was of specific gravity ; 
its acidity was, equal to 1-00 gr. of soda per 1000 measures; it 
contai a little aldehyde; and it furnished only a trace of 
hyponitrous ether. 

The third portion—1 ounce 6 drachms—was nearly colour- 
less; had the odour, but by no means strongly developed, of 
spirit of nitric ether; its specific gravity was 543; its acidity 
equal to 25 grs. of soda per 1000 measures; it contained rather 
much aldehyde ; and it did not afford any evidence of the pre- 
sence of hy ponitrous ether. 

The fourth portion—7 drachms—was tinted ; had the odour 
strongly of spirit of nitric ether, with the peculiar smell and 
pungency characteristic of the presence of hyponitrous ether ; 
its specific gravity was $540; its acidity was equal to 10 gra. 
of carbonate of soda to 1000 measures of the spirit; it con- 
tained much aldehyde; and it furnished full 12 per cent. of 
hyponitrous ether. ; : 

The mistere of these several portions had a specific gravity 
of $41; and which, when shaken with carbonate of 
was reduced to $27, the potash being increased in bulk and not 
softened, and partially dissolved ; it contained rather much 
aldehyde; itsacidity was equal per 1000 grs. measures to 260 gre. 
of soda ; and it furnished merely a tilm of hyponitrous ether. 

The residue in the retort had a specific gravity of 953, and 
it furnished a decided film of hyponitrous ether—not, however, 
amounting to near 1 per cent. 
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The distillate of the third and last quantity made was also 
fractionized into four portions, The distillation was conducted 
on a chloride of calcium bath, and of course at a higher tem- 
| — ag than in the previous cases—namely from 208° to 

1 t 


"The first ion—3 ounces—was distilled at 212° F.; it was 
of a greenish colour; had the smell of spirit of nitric ether; 
its specific gravity was $37; its acidity was equal to 1-00 gr. 
of soda per 1000 grain measures of the spirit; it contained a 
trace of aldehyde ; and it furnished a very thin film of hypo- 
nitrous ether. 

The second portion—2 ounces 5 drachms—was distilled at 
208° F., the heat having been checked for a few minutes by 
the addition to the bath of some solution of chloride of calcium ; 
it was nearly colourless; the odour of spirit of nitrie ether 
being scarcely distinguishable; its specific gravity was 837 ; its 
acidity equal to 1°00 gr. of soda per 1000 grain measures; it 
‘was free from aldehyde; and it did not furnish a trace of 


pore ether. 

he third portion—3 ounces 2 drachms—was distilled at a 
temperature of 217° F.; was nearly colourless; possessed but 
little odour; had a specific gravity of 843; its acidity was 
equal to 2°5 grains of soda to 1000 grain measures of the spirit ; 
it contained a trace of aldehyde ; but it did not afford any evi- 
dence of the presence of hyponitrous ether. 

The fourth portion—4 drachms—was pale; had the odour 
bat faintly of spirit of nitric ether; its specific gravity was 852; 
its acidity was equal to 400 grains of the soda; it containea 
rather mach of the aldehyde; and it did not furnish any evi- 
dence of the presence of hyponitrous ether. 

The mixture of these four portior.s had a specific gravity of 
$38, and which on agitation with a small quantity of potash 
was reduced to 822, the potash being increased in buik ; it 
eontained a little aldehyde ; its acidity was equal to 1°80 grs, 
per 1000 grain measures ; and the ether separated formed only 
@ very thin film. 

These four portions make up the whole quantity which the 
Pharmacopeeia directs should be distilled off. However, as up 
to this point only a trace of hyponitrous ether had been dis- 
covered, the distillation was continued, and two other small 
portions were fractionized. 

The first portion—5 drachms—was of a greenish tint, pos- 
sessed strongly the odour of spirit of nitric ether, and contained 
a not inconsiderable amount of hyponitrous ether; its spe- 
Cific gravity was 859; its acidity equal to 9 grains per 1000 grain 
measures of the spirit ; it contained much aldehyde, and it fur- 
nished over 4 per cent. of hyponitrous ether. 

The second portion—4 drachms—resembled the last in colour 
and sme'l, but was less fragrant and ethereal ; its iti 
gravity was 874; its acidity equal to 165 grains of soda; it 
contained very much aldehyde, and it furnished 3 per cent, of 
byponitrous ether, At this point the distillation had to be 
discontinued, as a highly inflammable vapour began to be 
thrown off in great abundance. 

These results are highly important, and serve to explain 
why it is that the spirit of nitric ether of the London Phar- 
macopeia, as sold in the metropolis, is usually either destitute 
of, or contains so little, hyponitrous ether. 

Tt has thus been shown that iv the distillation of a mixture 
-of spirits of wine and nitric acid in the proportion to form spirit 
of nitric ether of the London Pharmacopeia at any tempera- 
ture between 196° F. and 217°, the hyponitrons ether only 
appears towards the end of the distillation, and then but in 
such small quantity that, when diffused through the whole of 
the distillate, it does not amount to anything like a single per- 
centage. It has been shown also that it may even fail to be 
‘formed until after the full quantity directed to be distilled has 
been drawn off. 

The formation of the hyponitrous ether at the ead of the 

and even in the residue after its removal from the 
retort, seems to show that if the process were modified, very 
much better results would be secured. 

Other methods of proceeding, the employment of higher tem- 

and the distillation being consequently more rapidly 
conducted, would, no doubt, be followed by certain moditica- 
tions in the result; thus the gravity would probably vary 
according as the distillation is conducted in a water bath at a 
temperature of 200° F. or 212° F., in a steam jacket with bigh 
pressure at 230 or more degrees, over a steam jet, or over the 
naked flame; all which methods of proceeding it is stated are 
employed in the manufacture. Still we do not doubt that the 
distillation as conducted by the majority of manufacturers 
would furnish results pretty closely approximating with those 
arrived at by ourselves. It is true that the framers of tue 





Pharmacopeia do not state how the distillation is to be con- 
ducted, or at what temperature ; but they expressly declare, 
in order to prevent deviations in the character of the product, 
that it should be of the gravity of 834, and to come as near as 
possible to the prescribed weight ought to have been the endea- 
vour of manufacturers. To accomplish this object no difficulty 
whatever need be experienced, even supposing the spirit to con- 
tain several per-centages of h i ether, All that is 
requisite, as we have shown, is that the spirit of nitric ether 
should be agitated with a little well dried carbonate of potash 
or with chloride of calcium; indeed the Edinburgh College ex- 
pressly orders that the free acid of their hyponitrous ether 
should be removed by milk of lime, and the surplus water by 


— of calcium, 

hat the ee above expressed is really well founded 
we have already obtained some proof. Having ascertained that 
Mr. Squire made his own spirit of nitric ether, we applied to 
him for permission to be present when the article was mannufac- 
tured, in accordance with the formula given in the Pharmaco- 
peia. This he readily gave. The distillation was conducted in 
an earthenware still, placed in a steam jacket with 3 lbs. 
sure to the inch; consequently the temperature would be F. 
Forty parts (by measure) of the spirit and 14 of acid, of the 
proper Pharmacopceial strength, were placed in the still, and 

parts distilled off in six successive portions, this being the 
proportion ordered in the Pha ia. The distillation was, 
however, continued, and 12 paris more were drawn off in three 
portions, leaving but little in the still. The distillate in each 
of the nine bottles thus obtained was tested separately for 
hyponitrous ether. The liquids in the first six bottles were 
free, or nearly so, from ether ; that is, no hyponitrous ether, 
beyond traces, was separable from the whole quantity officially 
ordered to be drawn off. The first portion (7) of overdrawn 
spirit was also nearly free from ether ; the second (8) furnished 
22 per cent. of h itrous ether, and the third (9) no less than 
35 per cext. of the ether. 

The mixture of the first six portions had a specific gravity of 
8385, reduved by potash to 822, while the gravities of the 
three overdrawn samples were respectively 855, 881, and 905, 
The acidity of tie four samples in the order referred to were, 
per 1000 measures, == 1°30, 6°20, 31-20, and 5450 grains of an- 
hydrous carbonate of soda, These results, therefore, entirely 
confirm those arrived at from an examination of the sam 
manufactured by ourselves. We may mention that Mr. Squire 
was fully alive to the imperfections of the Pharmacopeial pro- 
cess, from which, in some particulars, he finds it necessary to 
depart. He keeps in view, however, the object of obtaining a 
product of the gravity prescribed by the 

Lt now only remains to observe that the interest and i 
ance of these inquiries will by no means cease with the 
tion of the long-promised British Pharmacopeia. 


Heo Judentions. 


ELASTIC INSTRUMENTS FOR THE APPLICATION OF 
DRY COLD AND DRY HEAT IN SURGERY, 


Mr. Hoopgr, of Pall-mall East, has manufactured several 
kinds of instruments for effecting the above purposes, They 
are of different forms and sizes according to the object for which 
they are required. The material of which they are composed 
is prepared on the same principle as that used for his water 
cushions, It maintains its elasticity and softness under all 
temperatures, from zero to 212° Fahrenheit, not becoming rigid 
or otherwise impaired. The specimens which Mr. Hooper has 
submitted to us are—an oblong bag for applying ice to the 
spine ; one of a circular form for the general application of ice ; 
the third is of the same form, with a tube to draw off the 
ice without removing the instrument; a fourth is a hot-air 
bottle fer dry fomentation, and the application of e heat 
generally, The instruments altogether promise to be of great 
use in the practice of medicine and surgery. 














Tue Puysictan’s, Suncron’s, aND GeneraL Prac 
trTioneR’s Visttinc Last, Diary, ALMANACK, AND Book oF 
ENGAGEMENTS FOR 1864 (Smith and Co., Long-acre).—This 
valuable littie publication well sustains the reputation it has 
so long and deservedly enj yed. It contains some information 
that will be found of service, and should be the companion of 
every member of the profession in active practice. 
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LONDON: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1863. 


Axyoruer year of our labours has terminated. To all who 
regard the events of the last twelve months in a cosmopolitan 
spirit many occasions for serious reflection arise. To us, whose 
chief -ympathies are given to matters affecting the honour 
and progress of the medical profession and its kindred sciences, 
itis a matter of less t what special topic may occupy the 
attention of diplomatists, or cause statesmen to study the poli- 
tical horizon with more than ordinary anxiety. We cannot, 
however, be altogether indifferent to that which is passing 
beyond the precincts of our immediate shores, On our national 
as on our physical constitution occurrences from without are 
capable of exercising extraordinary influence. In many ways 
have these been sensibly felt. The fratricidal wars which for 
the last three years have devastated the American continent, 
have spread their effects beyond the Atlantic. They have 
reacted on the English capitalists and seriously compromised 
the comfort and happiness of large masees of our manufacturing 
population. What the potato was in Ireland, cotton has in a 
less degree proved to be to the strongholds of our industry—a 
single product on the fulness of the supply of which the sus- 
tenance of a large proportion of the population was almost 
wholly dependent. This being for the time prevented from reach- 
ing our shores caused throughout large districts a state of mental 
depression and physical deprivation similar to that which in the 
sister country eventaated in the development of epidemic dis- 
ease and all the attendant social disarrangements which a 
rapidly growing pauperism exhibits. How this has been borne 
and met isa matter of history. It isenough to say that the effect 
of such an untoward social struggle has not been without its in- 
struction to the English nation. Its lessons, it is true, have been 
written in letters of blood. They have notwithstanding been 
accepted with a resignation which could only have resulted 
from the deep-rooted conviction existing in the minds of our 
countrymen that from the contentions of a mighty people was 
being developed a principle of self-reliance which throngh 
present suffering would yet accomplish great results. Without 
adopting either side on this momentous straggle, we have read 
with curious interest the progress of events, and watched the 
American fature drifting on the ebb and flow of victory with 
the same anxiety that men on shore regard some mighty vessel, 
dismasted and with disabled crew, struggling through a storm. 
Passing from the American to our neighbouring continent, 
it cannot be denied that there circumstances at present 
exist which demand the best efforts of diplomatists for 
their settlement. It is very evident that throughout Exrope 
a restless spirit of change and desire for progress have 
been developed. In political equally as in social life is 
this manifest. The promptings of nationality and the restric- 
tions of power have, in some districts, ceased to respond. It is 
not for us to discuss the relations of Poland to the Russian 
empire, or to inquire whether Austria is trae to her traditions, 
To those whose lives are passed in England it matters not 
whether Prussians appreciate the constitution they are per- 








mitted, or Germany will again essay the chimera of its unity, 
What is it to the medical profession if Italy sighs for the city 
of the forum, or France covets the boundaries of the Rhine? 
We hear of the aspirations of the one, and curiously contem- 
plate the waverings of the other. Conscious that in our island 
home we live under a sovereign whom we love, and are 
governed by laws that we respect, we desire but little change, 
Could we extend to others the blessings we enjoy, we would 
do eo by impressing on their rulers the necessity of permitting 
to all the exercise of that disciplined freedom which confers 
on our country more of liberty and less of independence 
than is met with in any other State throughout the world, 
This apparent anomaly is explicable to those who consider the 
mutual reliance which the different classes repose on each 
other. On every important occasion is this manifest. When 
the great tribulation of December, 1861, fell upon our land, 
all participated in the sorrow, When during the last year 
the world was invited to our shores, the hostess of our nation 
claimed and received our sympathies in her seclusion. 
Within the last twelve months now drawing to their close, 
the universal voice has found expression in exuberant con- 
gratulations on the marriage of him not the least of whose 
claims to our affections is the anticipation that he may prove 
worthy that honoured Prince well called “* ALnert the Good.” 
The reappearance of her Majesty amongst her people is all 
that is required to complete their satisfaction ; and this, we 
are glad to believe, is an event which may for the future with 
confidence be anticipated. The conclusion which this general 
and very partial survey of events suggests is one eminently 
calculated to recompense us for the sufferings of the past, to 
reconcile us to the occurrences of the present, and to fill our 
hearts with thankfulness and gratitude for numerous sources 
of happiness and enjoyment permitted and afforded by the 
glorious constitution under which it is our privilege to live. 
Passing from general to particular considerations, we are led 
to ask— What has the last year effected for that important sec- 
tion of the English people known as the medical profession ? 
We answer—Much; much for its present advantage and 
fature honour, which the members of our profession will do 
well to accept as matter for their reflection. The Medical 
Council, which must be now regarded as the legislative censor 
of the profession, has during the last year had its authority 
severely tried. In issuing suggestions to the several Colleges 
respecting a preliminary educational course, it failed to so 
commingle advice with authority as to ensure the adoytion of 
the one without the exercise of the other. A correspondence 
undignified—to use the mildest term—was the result. ora 
time the Council fell in professional estimation. Some diss: tis- 
fied schools proclaimed their right to differ, and so placing the 
Council in the position of advising, as desirable for adoption, a 
course which it lacked authority to enforce, This occurrence, 
simple as it appears, opened up the great question— Was ad- 
monition or regulation the scope of authority, to grant which 
an Act was passed containing within its clauses more blunders 
than any effort of modern legislation? This question remains 
for definite settlement. In directing the provisions of the Act 
to be enforced against those who continue to practise without 
being duly registered, an important inquiry has ariser as to 
whether registration is or is not obligatory—a point well 
guarded against in the Act as adopted and modified in our colo- 
nies, where registration is made the test, not of the power to 
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recover, but of the right to practise. Here the legal decisions 
have proved not more satisfactory to the authority of the Council 
than those attendant on its previous educational efforts. The 
Council has been more fortunate in its attempts to uphold the 
honour of the profession. Unworthy members, whose professional 
degrees ought to have led them to manifest higher principles, 
have been subjected to its jurisdiction and condemned to profes- 
sional infamy. The measure of this punishment is, however, in- 
complete, unless legal incapacity for practice be thereby entailed. 
It is obvious that this must rest on the interpretation of the clause 
already alluded to. The judicial reading of those clauses of the 
Act which affect the right of medical practitioners to recover pay- 
ment for professional services places beyond question their power 
todoso. The greatest claim the Council can advance to the con- 
fidence of the profession must rest in the efforts to assimilate 
rival corporations by approximating their several curricula of 
study to an equal standard of excellence, and so enlisting in 
the brotherhood of a common cause all who may be permitted 
to practise a universal profession, Not the least powerful 
antagonism to existing differences in standard of qualification 
will be found in the adoption of a general Pharmacopoeia as the 
common reference of all. We cannot doubt that this Act, 
equally important in its influence on the community as on the 
profession, will receive in the next session of Parliament such 
revision as must render it completely effective for the purposes 
it was intended to accomplish. 

Passing from the Medical Council, to whom we have awarded 
the first place in our observations, we are led to regard the 
Royal College of Surgeons of England—a body whose infl«ence 
and reputation need no adventitious struggles for their esta- 
blishment, With this time-honoured institution we have felt 
it our duty to remonstrate. Uur brethren recognised the 
justness of our observations, and adopted our suggestions. 
Monopoly no longer exists. The College Council seats are 
now regarded as legitimate objects of ambition which pro- 
feasional competency and persoral character may hope to 
attain. The Board of Examiners has not failed to derive 
advantages from a contemplation of the example elsewhere 
afforded, and a just appreciation of the feeling aroused. If the 
past year had witnessed no greater triumph than that thereby 
achieved, we, on the part of the profession, declare that a great 
practical good has been accomplished, and our time not spent 
in vain. 

Not less important in its influence on the general welfare of 
our profession are the changes which, during the past year, 
have been witnessed in the Army Medical Department. The 
Royal Warrant of 1861 was deservedly bailed by our pro- 
fession as the tardy recognition of claims which had too long 
been permitted to rest in abeyance. The medical officers of 
both branches of the service had for years tolerated indignities 
and inconveniences which this gracious concession of her Majesty 
promised to materially mitigate. Scarcely, however, had they 
begun to realize the advantages it conferred, when by slow and 
insidious steps they were either withdrawn or rendered abor- 
tive. The result was the arousing a spirit of earnest dissatis- 
faction, which induced men of high character to retire from 
their regiments, and caused a sensible difficulty in procuring 
candidates to offer themselves for the appointmeats vacant. 

& In our criticisms on the Medical Council and the Council of 
the College of Surgeons, as well as on the conduct pursued 
towards our military brethren, we have not shrunk from an 





avowal of that which we considered the welfare of the profes- 
sion demanded. The principles and measures we advocated 
have been to a great extent realized or conceded, and we trust 
to see them completely carried out, 

Whether, then, we regard the progress of the Medical 
Council towards the accomplishment of the objects for which 
it was designed—the promotion of the interests and the main- 
tenance of the honour of our profession, or consider the im- 
portant changes in the internal discipline of the College of 
Surgeons,—which proclaims its honours to be within the reach 
of worthy men whose recommendations rest in the confidence 
of their brethren,—it must be admitted that new principles 
have been practically developed, which in time will exert great 
influence on our profession. 

Many social questions involving the exercise of medical dis- 
cretion have prominently occupied the pablic mind during the 
past year. First of these waa the extensive spread of epidemic 
disease, Fever and small-pox claimed numerous victims. The 
latter raged with unusual virulence. Compulsory vaccination 
tended, in conjunction with other sanitary measures, to check 
its progress, but not before extraordinary fatality had resulted. 
The source of endemic and epidemic fever has received practical 
explanation from the numerous reports of the public officers of 
health. The wretched condition of the homes of our working 
poor has attracted the deserved notice of the opulent and 
charitable. The princely philanthropy of Mr. Peanopy has 
caused the matter to be seriously considered. Many plans are 
proposed by which amelioration in this respect may be 
accomplished. The Corporation of London have voted £20,000 
for a similar purpose to that- contemplated by Mr. Peanopy— 
the improvement of the homes of the working classes, axd 
others have also undertaker to give a wider extension to the 
charitable spirit aroused. More restricted, but not less psr- 
nicious in its operation, has been the overcrowding of work- 
rooms in which are accustomed to daily assemble the young 
females of our metropolis, who therein eke out a weary living. 
A death under peculiar circumstances drew public sympathy 
to the conditions under which many young lives are sacrificed, 
and much practical good has been the result. We at the time 
freely discussed a question which there is reason to believe at 
present engagee the serious consideration of the Legislature. In 
antagonism to the habits of silent uncomplaining sacrifice to 
which so many young females submit, the consideration of that 
which has been termed the social evil arises. The pernicious 
influence of prostitution, shown in the spread of specific dis- 
ease, has occupied also a share of public attention. In 
garrison towns steps have been taken for its mitigation 
and control. The importance of measures for such a purpose 
we readily acknowledge; the difficulty in their application pre- 
vents enactments assuminy any practical form. We have fully 
discussed this delicate matter, and trust that its ultimate settle- 
ment is not far distant. The extraordinary spread of infanticide, 
and the conduct shown to be pursued by a certain class of 
undertakers in reference to the disposal of bodies of premature 
births, have been freely commented on, and an active atter .ion 
aroused which cannot fail to diminish the frequency of sc: ~t at 
acrime. In addition to legal repressive efforts, a charitable 
association has been formed with a view of assisting the poor 
and fallen in the rearing of their offspring, and affording them 
opportunities for their support. 

Sogial sanitary questions have arisen in reference to the 
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better ventilation of our middle-class homes and the more effec- 
tive drainage of thickly populated districts. Not the least 
important of the economic inquiries of the day have sprung from 
a consideration of the profitable dispoasl of the sewage of towns 
now that great central reservoirs are in course of construction. 
We doubt not that this “ mine of wealth,” as it has been 
termed, will yet be efficiently worked out. Before passing from 
social sanitary considerations, we may pause to express our 
satisfaction at the course adopted by Mr. Alderman WaTERLOW 
in intlicting a sentence of imprisonment rather than fine where 
putrid and diseased meat was exposed for sale. This we regard 
as the only practical means of preventing so grievous an out- 
rage on the poor. 

Many medico-legal questions of the gravest importance have 
been discussed within the last year. The cases of Fooxs, 
Preepy, Burrox, and more recently that of Towner, have 
led to the investigation of the principles which should guide 
judicial rulings where mental disease is pleaded in extenuation 
of punishment for acts infringing the law. We have endea- 
voured, in our estimate of these very difficult questions, to 
avoid that sympathy which would compassionate crime, and 
at the same time to prevent the law being perverted to pur- 
poses which a humane Legislature could never have antici- 
pated. We believe that the principles we have advocated have 
at least tended to the diffusion of just views on important 
questions so jntimately affecting our social relationship. 

The medical profession during the past year has had bitter 
experience of courts of law. The cases of Russet v, ADAMS, 
BroMwicn v. WarTers, and Symm v. Fraser and ANDREWS, 
have manifested the present unsatisfactory condition of the 
law as regards the facility with which ruinous actions may be 
entered on. In each of these three suits, honourable and high- 
minded members of our profession were subjected to a series of 
annoyances and unfounded charges, for the repudiation of 
which great ontlay of money and waste of valuable time were 
required. In each instance the jury unanimously recorded 
a verdict in favour of the defendants, who, at the expense of 
many hundreds of pounds, had to vindicate reputations hitherto 
unassailed. We trust that some means will be devised by 
which a recurrence of similar attempts at extortion will be 
prevented, by at least requiring other evidence respecting the 
bona-fides of the charges made or claims advanced than that 
which rests in the one-sided statement of those adventurers 
who care not how they outrage reputation if they can see a 
chance of pecuniary profit. Amongst members of our profes- 
sion confidence and good-will have been generally maintai..?, 
Some social disagreements did occur, and, it is to be regretted, 
became public. It is not too much to hope that better feeling 
will for the future countenan »e medical arbitration as the course 
most advisable to be pursued in all cases of professional differ- 
ences, 

Many matters of scarcely inferior interest to those we have 
thus briefly alluded to might well receive consideration on an 
occasion such as this. Just now disclosures in reference to in- 
human treatment pursued towards imbeciles by their friends 
occupy public attention. We suppose that such are not iso- 
lated cases, since a modern novelist of personal veracity has 
drawn similar pictures as from the life, committing, however, 
the grave mistake of placing their occurrence in institutions re- 
cognised by law. It is no want of gallantry that prevents our 
noticing the discussions which have been revived in reference 





to the admission of females to academic degrees, It is not 
probable that the matter will ever assume such proportions aa 
to render the scheme formidable to cur body. We notice it as 
illustrating the eccentric direction which many sensible minds 
are occasionally diverted into. Many interesting topics might 
be alluded to in order to show what has been and is intended 
tobe done in reference to them. On the present occasion it 
is not requisite todo so, The real question at this period of 
self-examination is, has the profession, to whose service we are 
devoted, benefited by our labours ?— have its interests and 
honour been safe in our hands? 

The progress of medi." science in all its departments has 
been faithfully mirrored in the pages of this journal, The re- 
searches of Huxxey into one of the most interesting problems 
which has ever engaged the attention of mankind have been 
recorded. The lectures delivered at the Royal College of 
Surgeons by that original thinker and unrivalled anatomist 
have been given to our readers in a more complete form than 
had ever before been attempted by any journal, Not only 
have the very words of the lecturer been transferred to our 
pages, but the facsimiles of the diagrams and the illustrations 
which he gave have been presented. This form of reporting 
possesses the inestimable advantage of making the entire 
profession, as it were, the actual attendants on the occasion. 
The lectures of Dr, Hugues Bennett have brought the 
science of medicine, in reference to its practice, down to the 
present moment. Clinical lectures by BARWELL, CHAMBERS, 
Crircuett, Graity Hewirr, ApAms, Futigr, and the intro- 
ductory addresses of Mr. Pacer and Dr. Russert, Reyyoups 
have illustrated the position of practical medicine and surgery 
in most of their branches, The original course of lectures by 
Dr. Rapcuirre have opened a new field for reflection and 
practice in one of the most intricate and difficult class of dis- 
eases to which the human frame is liable. Mr. Hivron’s lec- 
tures ‘‘On Rest” exhibit the enlarged experience, on an in- 
teresting physiological subject, of one of the most experienced 
and sagacious surgeons of the age—respecting whom it may be 
said that, unlike many others, it is to be regretted that he has 
written. so little. Medicine and surgery have been further 
advanced by thc ‘‘ Mirror” in its reports from all the great 


hospitals of the metropolis and many of the provincial insti- 


tutions. The proceedings of the Medical Societies have been 
fully and faithfully recorded; and original communications 
have appeared from physicians and surgeons both in Lendon 
and in the country, forming in the aggregate a mass of in- 
formation useful to the studeat, the man of science, and the 
Lusy practitioner. 

All such retrospects as the present are fraught with some 
recollections which occasion regrets. Those we either well 
knew, or knew well of, pass away. Our profession has sus- 
tained the Joss by death of many whose abilities and personal 
virtues had secured to them deservedly high positions. We 
may particularize the names of H, C, Jomysoy, J. H. Powsgr, 
J. Sopey, J. Cuarrice, Goitpine, Ines, Moore Neca, 
Horg, Gitpert, Carr, Price, Brewer, ANCELL, Epwarps, 
Srernens, Wess, Braysroxe, and lastly, that of. Josmrn 
Henry Green, whose demise we have so recently recorded. 
Their memories still remain, For them no higher eulogy need 
be awarded than the simple phrase—‘“‘ they did their duty,” 
and bore with them to their graves the respect of their profes- 
sional brethren, ‘ 

co 
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We bring our labours for the year toa close. Now, when 
the recollections of the past have necessarily recurred to our 
minds, we become the more firmly impressed with the re- 
sponsibilities of a position which enlists us in the service of 
a science the end and aim of which is human life — life 
im all those varied disguises with which disease invests it— 
life in health and sickness, one and indivisible,—the great 
mystery to discover the seat of which philosophers have pined 
and died in vain, since our being sprang into existence from the 
breath of our creating Gop. 


Medical Yrnotations, 


“Ne quid nimis.” 








THE CONDEMNED GEORGE VICTOR TOWNLEY. 


WE are glad to perceive that exertions are being male in 
behalf of this unhappy prisoner. The arguments advanced by 
the mayor and other magistrates in the town of Derby, in a 
requisition to Sir George Grey, with the benevolent purpose 
of trying to prevent the execution of a madman, are those 
which we have already urged as grounds for a commission of 
inquiry into his present condition. The act was committed 
without premeditation, with a pocket-knife which the prisoner 
by untoward misfortune had at the time in his possession, It 
was the act, to use the expression of Mr. Justice Williams on 
the trial of Frost, of ‘“‘a diseased mind”—a mind not then 
mad in the common acceptation of the term, but unable, in a 
sane manner, to exercise a control over the actions of the indi- 
vidual, Those who take a superticial view of such matters 
may argue that the condition of mind such as the prisoner's 
conduct then exhibited showed no incapacity for estimating 
the character and consequences of his dreadful deed. The 
reply to such an objection is—he was not ‘hen medically 
examined. All, therefore, that can be said is, that an 
individual with an hereditary insanity unmistakably deve- 
loping itself, having ‘‘ suffered as much agony of mind as 
it was possible for any man to suffer” (we quote the observa- 
tion of the learned judge) suddenly breaks down, and commits 
an act at variance with the previous te:.or of his whole life, 
and inexplicable on any assumption of criminality recon- 
cilable with sanity. We seek not to argue the subtle question 
of how much of disease excuses crime. It is not for us to 
measure the dispensation of Providence which permits disease 
to so prevail, We cannot fathom what feelings, thoughts, or 
impulses were thereby produced. In every instance the case 
must be considered asa whole. The man is now, it is affirmed, 
unquestionably a lunatic ; the presumption is that he was so 
then, and that the crime was the first overt act of the 
developed hereditary taint. Had Dr, Winslow been enabled 
to state to the jury that at the time of the commission of the 
act Townley’s mind was in a condition similar to that presented 
on the occasion of the examinavion, there is no doubt that their 
verdict would have been different. He did say all that medical 
science permitted, and therefore his opinions as to Townley’s 
present state demand attention, and they are positive as to his 
existing mental condition. This isan exceptional case. We 
admit that Townley knew at the time of its commission the 
character and consequences of his act. Madmer, as madmen, do 
the same. We admit that his case then came within the pro- 
visions of the letter of the law, but we protest against the 
provisions of the law being now carried out in reference to an 
offender deranged at the time of his trial, four months after the 
commission of his offence. If his mind is in the condition 
described, he is beyond the reach of human justice. God for- 


bid that in this Christian country one believed to be mad shonld 


be executed while any doubt can be reasonably entertained as 
to his mental state. 


VACANT MEDICAL OFFICES. 


By the demise of Mr. Green two important offices have be- 
come vacant—the Presidency of the General Medical Council 
of Education and an Examinership in the Royal College of 
Surgeons, It is a matter of vast importance to the welfare of 
the profession that these vacancies should be filled by com- 
petent persons, With regard to the first there would appear 
te be one gentleman who is prominently marked out for the 
honour, It is to the President of the College of Physicians to 
whom we refer. But will he be elected? It has been strongly 
asserted that he will. From informatic~, however, which we pos- 
sess, we aze inclined to the opinion that it is by no means certain. 
An influential section, if not a majority, of the Council are not in 
favour of thisselection. It is positively stated that their choice 
has fallen upon Dr. George Burrows, A very short time will be 
sufficient to determine this question. The post is one of great 
responsibility, particularly in respect to the course which the 
Council may be advised to pursue in regard to the increased 
powers for which it is about to apply to Parliament. The 
Council may be said to be upon its trial. Its exertions in the 
cause of the profession have been far from satisfactory to the 
great body of its constituents, It would be unjust to say 
that it has not accomplished some good, but so much re- 
mains to be done that the appointment of the future President 
will be looked forward to with anxiety on the part of those 
more immediately interested. The Court of Examiners of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, though containing a majority of gen- 
tlemen fully competent to exercise that important function, is 
not altogether such as might be wished. The principle which 
has hitherto mainly prevailed in the selection of Examiners by 
their seniority in the Council is open to grave and serious 
objections. These have not been without their weight on the 
Council on more than one occasion. It is earnestly to be desired 
that the governing body of the College should select for the 
present vacancy a gentleman who will meet with. general 
approval. 


AN IMPROVED HOSPITAL. 


Ovr indefatigable contemporary, the Builder, has been 
making a sanitary tour through Buckinghamshire, as part of 
its plan for a general review of the condition of the agricultural 
districts. Our fellow-labourer really performs his hygienic 
duties so admirably, that we are half inclined to cry out 
for him to enter the profession, and not to hang on as an 
“outsider.” We appreciate his work so highly that we are 
tempted to glean from it the following information respecting 
Aylesbury, as it may be interesting to our readers, Aylesbury, 
we are told, is a pleasant little town, and might, if all were 
rightly managed, become one of the most healthy spots in 
England. Good sanitary measures, it is probable, would re- 
duce its death-rate to about nineteen or twenty in the thousand : 
at present it is about twenty-five. The new Infirmary is said 
to have an excellent site: on all sides are pleasant views, and 
the air is bracing and healthy. The wards are lighted from 
either side, and at each end a large circalar-headed window 
affords the opportunity of a fine view over the adjacent 
country. The ceiling and walls throughout the building are 
of Parian cement, which is polished as bright as marble; the 
floor is of polished oak, and all the furniture is of the same 
material; so that there can be but little risk of the ab- 
sorption of impurities, as was the case in the last Aylesbury 
Hospital, and so markedly (for instance) in the old Dreadnought 
Hospital Ship on the Thames, which was saturated with the 
fomites of erysipelas. No cooking of any kind is allowed in 
the wards ; and the closets are so arranged that contamination 





of the atmosphere of the wards can scarcely happen. The 
| walls of the wards are of a delicate rose colour, which is cheer- 
ful to the eye. There is an allowance of 1500 cubic feet to 
| each patient. In the Surrey County Prison each cell contains 
| $19 cubic feet; in the Knutsford House of Correction, 910 
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cubic feet ; and in the Manchester City Prison, 834] cubic feet. 
It has been shown by recent statistics that the proportion of 
cures in the new Hospital at Aylesbury is much greater than it 
was in the old building. But whilst there is so much to com- 
mend, there is also something to condemn. The out-patients’ 
department, it would seem, is not Al. The reception-room, 
in particular, requires immediate alteration. 


THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE. 


SeRtous complaints are made by the officers of the Indian 
Mediral Service of the with which the supply of 
med:~ses is regulated. The disasters of the Crimea, though 
not meeting with an exact parallel in India, are in the aggre- 
gate vastly exceeded. The system of adherence to the old 
routine—and that, too, not established on liberal principles 
even for the period in which it arose—ought in the present day 
to be abandoned, when the necessity of sanitary improvements 
in the hospital arrangements of the army has been so generally 
demonstrated, and a liberal supply of a) medicines 
and medical comforts is so obviously required. It reflects the 
greatest disgrace upon the departments that improvements are 
not effected. To say nothing of the inadequate supply of medi- 
cines long acknowledged to be essential to the army medical 
chest or dispensary, we would ask, Why has not the new 
remedy for liver affections, podophyllin, been supplied to the 
medical officers? Sarracenia in small-pox is unknown to them 
except by report. Even those which have been for some time 
established here—for example, pepsine, lithia, and others—are 
scarcely to be found, except in the small quantities which are 
procured at the private cost of the officers, The same stint of 
supply exists also with respect to instruments. In a climate 
where ophthalmia is of so frequent occurrence, why is not 
the ophthalmoscope available? Why are the microscope, the 

the hypodermic syringe, still withheld? There 
is also a great dearth of ordinary surgical and medical appli- 
ances. From the European General Hospital at Bombay to 
the most northern hospital in the presidency there are no 
European nurses; no leg-rests, no screen to surround the dying, 
no air-cushions, nor even baths, supplied as ordinary hospital 
stores, It is true that much is done by the surgeons to remedy 
these defects; but with the income to which they are still 
limited it is impossible that they can maintain the reputation 
they so fully deserve. We have Jong advocated the full recog- 
nition of the status of ovr Indian medical brethren, and its 
maintenance by more liberal allowances. We have urged that 
their exertions ought not to be checked by the uncertainty of 
promotion. We would now call on the authorities to give 
them the means of not only rescuing many valuable European 
lives, but of showing to the native population that British 
medical science is in every respect equal to the valour which 
eg Sreenee Se oh douiaten, over. on. Sagnse.gention ae ip 
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OFFENSIVE ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Tue licence allowed to the announcements of advertising 
quacks has become most serious and offensive. Advertisements 
of a filthy character thrust themselves on our notice, not only 
in the political journals, in the public streets, and in every 
corner of the stre:: conveniences, but now we cannot occupy a 
box at the theatre without being offended in a somewhat miti- 
gated form by these announcements. In the “ London Adver- 
tising Playbill,” a man who styles himself Dr. A. F. Henery, 
&c., No, 52 and 53, Dorset-street, Manchester-square, is allowed 
to place before our wives and daughters his ‘‘ Art of Preserving, | This 
Improving, and Restoring Health and Vigour.” Now, this is 
really too bad. We cannot believe that the proprietors of the 
‘London Advertising Playbill” can by any possibility be aware | the 
of the nature and tendencies of ‘‘Dr.” Henery’s proclamation, 
Acting on this belief, we call their attention to what we may 
denominate as nothing less than an outrage upon public de- 





cency, feeling assured that when they become acquainted with 
the character of the announcement which they are the meavs 
of promulgating, they will take immediate steps to suppress its 
future appearance in their otherwise respectable and useful 
serial, 








Correspondence, 
“Audi alteram partem.” 


THE CASE OF 
SYMM VERSUS FRASER AND ANDREWS. 
To the Editor of Tas Lancer, 


Str,—In reference to the letter from Mr. Edward Lewis's 
managing clerk (Mr. Powell) which appears in The Times of 
to-day, I shall feel obliged by your making the public 
aware that the advertisement alluded to by him refers to the 
costs which the defendants have incurred generally in their 
defence, and not to the taxed costs paid by Mrs. Symm; and 
that the committee claims sympathy for the anxiety and annoy- 
ance to which the defendants have been subjected. 

The taxed costs as between party and party are, as a rule, 
far less than those actually incurred, as everyone who has 

or lost a lawsuit can testify. In this case, for instance, 
two leading counsel were e , but the fees of only one and 
the two juniors were allo on taxation, notwithstanding the 
immense importance of the case, not only to the defendants 
but to the profession and the public. 

The defendants’ costs, over and above the sum received 
from Mrs. Symm, amount to £335. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
T. H. Scarsoroves, 


ON THE CAUSES OF FIBROUS TUMOURS OF 
THE UTERUS. 
To the Editor of Tue Laycer. 

Srm,—lIn the abstract given in your journal of the 5th inst. 
of Dr. Routh’s interesting lectures ‘‘On Fibrous Tumours of 
the Uterus,” it is stated that they are much more frequent 
in married women than in single, and that their cause in the 
single may be referred to sexual excitement. Pray allow me 
briefly to state that both these views are contrary to my expe- 
rience, and to the ‘opinions which I published on this subject 
many years ago. In private practice I have always seen very 
many more cases of fibrous tumour in the single, and again 
more in the sterile married than in the married who have borne 
children, This fact is reproduced year after year to my ob- 
servation. Last summer I saw many cases of the kind in 
town, and certainly the sufferers were at least in the proportion 
of four single to one married. In the lower classes of societ 
the of single women to the sampled Inthetytene.¥ 
believe, than in the higher, and thus the results of observation 
in hospitals and dispensaries, may be, and indeed are, different, 
In the upper and middle class of life I have always met with 
cote, peqetian Seen fibrous tumour in the un- 
married that I have learnt to look upon the liability to such 
formation: as one of the dangers and penalties of celibacy. 

With reference to the cause of these abnormal growths, I do 
not think that we need have recourse to the supposition of 
undue sexual excitement to their creation and existence. 
When we consider that from oo eae ncrmans na 
close, daring a period of we oo 

the uterus every month for 
pie eae fairy apy yy is it that 
oceasionally she should = up her mind to pd tang oy on 4 
and unused vital energy in g an abnormal growth. 
a married woman as 
the ein Moreover, the experienced can 
mepealle <f tee. coal apa ena 


the habits sectioned ty Dr. Routh have been i in. If 
so the labia and the cutaneous surfaces lose their ity of out- 
creases and 


line, otherwise conserved, 
folds. “pss apts he ot cases of 
fibrous tumour which I have observed in the unmarried these 
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local symptoms have not been present. I do not, however, for 
@ moment mean to assert that such mental conditions and such 
Ne ee es ee igin of these 
tumours. ey certainly are often at the root of the severe 
inflammatory affections of the uterus, accompanied or not by 
spinal irritation and hysteria, which we occasionally see in the 
young virgin female, and their previous existence may be recog- 

i above-mentioned conditions, 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Mentone, near Nice, Dec. 1863, J. Henry Bexnet, M.D, 





SCARLATINA AND MEASLES. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


Str,—Twenty-five years ago I observed in my practice that 
scarlatina and measles occasionally ran their course together in 
the same subject at the same time. Considering this fact as 
interesting, 1 communicated the same to a limited circle of 
friends, claiming any honour arising from being the first to note 
such a fact. I have within the last few weeks seen several 
other cases of a similar character, thus leaving no doubt that 
(contrary to the generally received opinion on this subject) these 

i do occasionally coexist in the same person. 

I think the facts above stated important in themselves as well 
asin what may issue from them, and would therefore feel obliged 
if any of your numerous correspondents would favour me with 
an account of any such cases as may have happened to occur in 
their practice, 

T am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Staines, Middlesex, Dec. 1863. Samus. Ciark, M.D. 





SYMM VERSUS FRASER AND ANDREWS. 


£ 
Amount previously announced _.... ae 
Dr. Burrows, Cavendish-square_ ... 
Messrs. Davy, Mackmurdo, and Co. 
Dr. Greenhalgh a ae 
B. de Cuadra, Esq. ... oo 
Dr, Jackson, George-street 
Q. Andrews, Esq., Monmouth _... 
Dr. G. Burkitt, Stoke Newington 
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Dr. Jeaffreson A. 

J. M. Arnott, Esq. ... 

Dr. Owen Rees bie 

J. Bush, Esy., Clapham ... a 

J, Mann, Esq., Charterhouse-square 

T, Andrews, Esq., Canterbury 

Dr. Broxholm ere <a 

C. F. Esse, Esq. ... <" 

T. Ward, Esq., Exmouth ... 

Wm. Cathrow, Esq. 

pe: oon “go ade 

J. Bisshopp, Esq., beth 

Rev. J. P Gell Notting hill 

Dr. Woolley, Kentish-town 

Capt. E. H. W. Bellairs 

Dr. Cotton, Clarges-street ... 

Dr. Spencer, Regent’s-park 

T. J. Kent, Esq. ... bis 

Dr. Parry, St. John’s-wood 

E. W. Daffin, Esq. ... ia 0 

J. MceNee, Esq., Munlochy abe 0 

Subscriptions received at Tue Lancer Office; and by 

Wa. Ferevusson, Esq., 16, George-street, Hanover-square, W., 
and Ernest Hart, Usq., 69, Wimpole-st., Cavendish-sq., W., 
Joint Treasurers. 
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Merrorotitan Association oF MgpicaL OFrFIicers oF 
Heatrn,—At the usual monthly meeting of this body, held on 
Saturday evening in the hall of the Scottish Corporation, Dr. 
Thompson, president, in the chair, Dr. Lankester and Dr. 
Buchanan brought up their report on the registration of deaths. 
After some discussion, in which Dr. Lankester, Dr. Granger, 
Dr. Letheby, Dr. Gibbon, and Dr. Buchanan took part, it was 
agreed that the matter should be referred to the general pur- 

8s committee, with a view to drawing up a memorial em- 

ying the facts for the information of Government, and that 
a oe ee be sent to the Police Commissioners and the 
workhouse authorities throughout the kingdom. The Marquis 
of Townshend, haviag been d as an honorary member, 
was balloted for and elected unanimously. 





Medical Hews. 

Royat Cottece or Prysicrans or Lonpon.—-At a 
General Meeting of the Fellows held on the 22nd inst.,, the 
following Fellows of the College were elected members 0% the 
Council for the ensuing year :—Dr. Hamilton Roe, Dr. Barker, 
Dr. Monro, and Dr, Herbert Davies. 

At the same meeting, Dr. Francis Hawkins was elected an 
Examiner on the subjects of General Education. 

Also, the following gentlemen, ey undergone the neces- 
sary examination, were duly admitted Members of the College: 

Ringer, Sydney, M.D. Lond, University College Hospital. 
Smith, Eustace, M.B. Lond., York-street, Portman-square. 

Arotuecartres’ Hatt.—The following gentlemen passed 
their examination in the Science and Practice of Medicine, and 
received certificates to practise, on the 17th inst, :— 

Bartlett, Joseph James Henry, Notting-hill, W. 

Caldwell, John Thomas, Knutsford, Cheshire. 

Cook, John, Warwick-street, W. 

Dickson, James, Colsterworth, Lincolnshire. 

Gum. bn nat Princes-street, Cavendish-square. 

che “Rober Wosdheles, Suffolk. 

Lewis, Wi'liam Thomas, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
McCaull, Charles Nathaniel, Wilton, Salisbury. 
Rayner, Willi Leeds. 
Ryder, Dudley Howe, Greenwich. 
Symonds, Wiltiam Nathaniel, Sprowston, Norfolk. 

Tibbits, Robert William, Ashton, Bristol. 

The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their 

first examination :— 
Barrett, Joseph William, Guy’s Hospital. 
, Walter, St. George's Hos 4 
Vise, William Foster, Middlesex Hospital. 
Wilford, John George Frederick, Guy's Hospital. 

Dz. Hucues Bennett has been elected an honorary 

member of the Royal Society of Medicine of Belgium. 


Tus Foneaat or Tae tate Mr. Jos. H. Green took 
place at Highgate Cemetery on Saturday last. The President 
and most of the Council of the Roya! College of Surgeons, and 
a large number of old pupils, attended. 

Prestpency or Guy's Hosprrat.—At a general court 
of the governors, held on Wednesday, the 16th iust., the Right 
Hon. Sir Lawrence Peel was unanimously elected president of 
the institution in the room of the late Mr. Bonamy Dobree. 


Mr. Jonn Gocerx, a confectioner of Limerick, has 
recently died from hydrophobia, the effect of the bite of a pet 
monkey. The usual symptoms appeared, and the patient died 
in five days. 


Hearts or toe Dvuxe or Branant. — His Royal 
Highness the Luke of Brabant, heir apparent to the Crown of 
Belgium, has recently left Brussels to pass the winter in a mild 
climate, and has appointed Dr. Eustace Smith, late of Uni- 
versity College Hospital, to be his medical attendant during 
his absence from Belgium. 

Tue Lisrary or St. Bartnotomsw’s Hosprra..— 
Within the last week Dr. Latham has performed an act of 

merosity which is so full of suggestion for those who, like 

im, have retired from the public duties of their profession, 
that it seems well worthy of being publicly recorded. He has 
presented to the library of St. Bartholomew’s between fifty and 
sixty volumes of manuscript notes of cases which were under 
his charge during the seventeen years in which he occupied the 
post of physician to the hospital. The notes were taken by his 
clinical clerks, many of whom are medical officers of St. Bar- 
tholomew’s and other hospitals, whilst others again, as Dr. 
Roupell and Dr. Baly, are now dead. The chief present value, 
however, of these notes consists in the iact of each volume, as 
it was finished, having been carried home by Dr. Latham, who 
first studied it, and then wrote an index to it; a work which 
must have cost very much time and trouble, but not too much 
for the object in view—namely, that it should present an 
accurate epitome of the facts which each volume contained, 
and make all of them, pathological and i of easy re- 
ference. It is much to be ho; that the example thus set by 
Dr. Latham may be follo by others who have the oppor- 
tunity of doing the like, and remembered also by those who are 
now doing what he did, so long and faithfully, in the wards 
of St. Bartholomew’s. The value of such records as these— 
cenprt, as they are, by the master’s hand—cannot be over- 
rated : they form a store of knowledge not easily to be ex- 
hausted, and will stand, a fitting memorial of well-done work, 
long after the generation of those who wrote them has 


| away. 
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Sr. Tuomas’s Hoserrat. Tie cit solicitor, Mr. T. J. 
Nelson, has pre age en a statement by order of the corporation, 
indicating the of the city that the hospital should be re- 
built within such a distance of the city as shall secure to the 
citizens all its benefits and advantages. The statement con- 
cludes with an appeal to the Attorne -General to refuse his 
sanction to the purchase of the site at Stangate, and to oppose 
the re-erection of St, Thomas’s Hospital there. 


Trstrmon1at.—On the 22nd instant, a purse of money 
together with a case of surgical instruments of the total value 
of forty-five pounds, was presented to William Oxley, Esq., 
M.R.C.S., of Rotherham, as a testimony of regard to hie per- 
sonal worth, and of ap tion of his very efficient services 
during the seven years that he held the office of house-surgeon 
to the Hudderstield and Upper Aggbrig Infirmary. 


Txstimoy1aL To Dr. Wast.—A testimonial consisting 
of a tea and coffee service has been ted to Dr. West by 
the lecturers of King’s e for the satisfactory manner in 
which he has fulfilled the duties of Professor of Obstetrics 
during the illness of Dr. Priestley. 

ALLEGED Porsonine By StayvHNing.—A crime similar 
to that committed by the notorious Palmer is the subject of 
judicial inves min Paris A physician insured the life of 
his wife for ,000f. (£20,000), and shortly after the payment 
of the first ium the young woman died. The cians 
of the death and the large amount for which the life was insured 
created suspicion in the minds of the directors of the insurance 
company, and they determined to make the case known to the 
highest law authority. An investigation was commenced under 
the direction of the Imperial Attorney-General, in consequence 
of which the physician was arrested and committed to the 
prison of Mazas. 

Heatta or Loxpon purine THe Wsex ENDING 
Saturpay, Vec. 197ru, 1863.—The deaths in London, which 
were 1357 in the previous week, declined to 1291 in the week 
that ended last Saturday. Small-pox was returned in 19 cases; 
measles in 18; scarlatina in 101; typhus in 51. The deaths 
referred to pulmonary diseases (exclasive of phthisis) were 261, 
against a corrected average of 316. Those from bronchitis 
were 147; from pneumonia 92. Phthisis was fatal in 150 
cases, 





MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


im Bersenen, M.B., has been elected to the Aberdeen Medico- 

irurgieal Society, vice G. Cart, M.D., di 

F, we — MLB. Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator for Dis- 

tict No. 6 of the A Union, Berks, has been again elected, vice A. 

Weaving, M.B.CS.E., resigned. 

T. rey em .R.C.S.E., has been elected Assistant-Surgeon to the London 

ome for Diseases of Women, Stanley-terrace, Notting-hill. 

A. te M.B.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer for District 

No. 1 of the pki Union, Essex, vice P. W. Freshfield, M.R.CS.E., 


deceased. 

P. 'W. Paeswrretn, jun., M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer for 
District No. 2 of the Tendring Union, vice Freshfield, dece: 

H. Hruu, M.R.C.S.E., has been elected Medical Officer and Publie Vastinetor 
for District No. 3 of the Worcester Union, vice J. R. Woodward, M.B.C.S. 


Eng., deceased. 

R. C.R. Jorpax, M.D., has been appointed additional Honorary Medica: Officer 
to the Birmingham and Midland Free Hospital for Sick Children. 

H. W. Newrow, L.F.P. & 8. Glas., has been elected Medical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator for the St. Andrews or No. 1 District of the Neweastie-upon- 
Tyne Union, vice J. L. Gilchrist, M.R.C.8.E., appointed to the All Saints 
or No. 1 rst of the same Union. 


y pointed Honorary Surgeon to the Hunt- 
ingdon County Hola ice vice 


eee M.B., resigned. 
bk. Rozgats, M.R.C.8.E. ected House-Surgeon and 


Dispenser 
on West Kent General Hocpital Maidstone, vice G. J. Sealy, MERCSE, 


J.W. oe Swirn, — D., has been p wen on F et ns to the Royal Infirmary, 
Aberdeen, vic G. Carr, MLD., deceased. 
8. Sacncrn, M. nce S.E., has been re-appointed Medical Officer and Pablic 
“¥ accinator for the Fulbeck-ctreet District of the Newark Union, Notting- 
hamshire. 
(In the list of epee published on the 28th alt., p, 638, for “R. Walshe” 
read “ R. Walker.” 


MILITARY AND NAVAL MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS, 


R. T. Lemp om M.D., ——— of Jails Central Provinces Indian Service, has 
been appointed Inspector of Government Charitable Dis- 


pensaries in 
3 a teem, 5 “ oueal ert or, principal Medical Officer of the Infirmary in 
Woolwi completed the full period of five years’ duty, 


has 
BR. Cornor, Tesgegte, R.N., has been appointed to the “ Victory” for 


Haslar Hos: 
F, ber ity MLD, re srs. Madras Medical Establishment, has been 
posted to ‘ye medical of the 3rd Infantry, Hydrabad Contingent, 
. Riddell, or until yin the orders, 
on © 


. Furrcorsr, 
Rifle Voluntecss, vice Forbes, resi; 











@. FP. — M.R.C.S.E., rem 4 to the 3rd Cambridgeshire Rifle Volun- 
teers, has been to Surgeon, 


vice —, resigned. 
J. MK. Tccgemnenentin B.N., has been appointed to the 
“ Victory” for Haslar Hospital, 


G. L. Kwrenr has been appointed Hon. Assist.-Surg. to the 14th Surrey Rifle 


Volunteers, 

§. Macxurricn, M.D., Assist.-Surg. attached to a Detachment of the l0lat 
Foot at Dehra- ishmael- Khan, been appointed to the medical charge 
of the 2nd Bengal Native Infantry at Mooltan. 

J.G. Prrcmgn, Civil Assist.-Surgeon Bengal Service, officiating Civil Assist.- 
Surg. of Bolundshubur, has been appointed to officiate as Superintendent 
of the Meerut Central Jail. 

A. Barrazay, M.D., Surgeon R.N. July 18th, 1863, has been appointed to the 
“ Salamander.” 

B. bf epee M.D., Assist.-Surg. 2nd Cavalry Hydrabad Contingent, has 

ppointed to ussume medical charge of the 3rd Infantry No. 1 Light 
Field ‘Horse Battery Hydrabad Contixgent and Details, in addition to his 
own duties, on the departure of Assist.-Surg. M‘Allum, M.D., appointed 
to do duty with the 5th Infantry Hydrabad Contingent. 

H, C. Woons, M.D., Assist.-Surg. RN., “has been appointed to the “ Victory” 
for Haslar Hospital. 


Births, Mlarciages, amd Deaths. 


BIRTHS. 
On the 11th inst., at Houghton-le-Spring, Durham, the wife of W. H. Smith, 
M.R.CS8.E., of a daughter. 
On the 13th inst., at Honiton, Devon, the wife of Dr. Jerrard, of a danghter. 
On the 16th inst. at Montague-street, the wife of Dr. T. Redwood, of a son. 
On Won 16th inst., at Argyle-square, the wife of Ralph Eddowes, M.R.CS., of 


On the iin 16th inst., at Llanfair-Caereinion, the wife of W. W. Thomas, Surgeon, 
On the 2st inst., at Marlowes, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, the wife of Septimus 
B. Farr, of a son, 





MARRIAGES. 
On the 15th inst., at ee w, John Lindsay, M.D, of Les- 
, to Mary. danghter of 'W. Mitche! l, Esq. 

On the 16th inst., at Charl eville, E. P. Phillips, M.R.C.S.E., of Theveststuet, 
to Elizabeth Augusta, daughter of Cok &. Vandeleur Creagh, of Cahir- 
bane, Co. Clare. 

On the = inst., at Bathwick Church, Bath, 8. M. Morton, — to 
Selina Ellen, daughter of the late R. F. Hampton, Esq., of 


DEATHS, 


On the 30th ult., at Harwich, P. W. Freshfield, M.B.C.S.E., aged 67. 

On the “th inst, at St. Margaret’ place, King’s Lynn, Sarah, infant daughter 
of Thomas Marsters Kendall, Sennen, 7 mont 

On the 7th inst., at High-street, Tewkesbuzy, 8. 8. Bowen, M.D., aged 37 

On the 13th inst., at Oakham, Ratlandshire, J. T. Keal, M. ROSE, aged 31, 

On the 13th inst., J. Griffith, M.R.C.3.E., of Bangor, aged 29 

On the 16th inet., at Offord- road, Barnsbury- -park, 8. Blount, Sargeon, late of 


Ux 73. 
On yt ry arty Pow, M.D., of Dundas-street, Edinburgh, formerly Resi- 
dent Physician at the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh. 
On the 18th inst.. at Foxley Parsonage, “Norfolk, L. A. Norgate, M.B.CS8.E., 
of East Dereham aged 24, 





Hledical Diary of the Terk. 


St. Marx’s Hosrrmt vor Fisrvta 4ND OTHER 
MONDAY, Dac. 28 { Drszases oF trax Rectum.—Operations, 1} P.u 
> . 2 





 * ahha Faus HosrrraL. — Operations, 


2. 

Guy's 5 amnenen.xBeuiiliiede, ler. -4 

Wasruinstsr HospitaL.—Operatiou: 

Rovat Iysrrrvriow.—3 p.x«. Prof. Trade “On 
Electricity at Rest and Electricity in Motion.” 
(Juvenile Lectures.) 

Mippuirssx Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 P.u. 

WEDNESDAY, Dac. 30 ie Maszy’s Hosrrrau.—Operations, | P.m. 


TUESDAY, Dac. 29 


Unrversrry Cottzes Hosrrtat. — Operation , 
2 Pm. 
(St. Groner’s Hosrrrar. 
Cuwrzat Lowpow OrmTsaLaro 


Operations, } p.m. 

Lowpow Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1} P.m. 

Gurat mong ¢ eo Hosrrtat, Kuve’s Cross.— 
Operations, 2 p.m. 

Lowpow Surercat Homs.—-Operations, 2 P.x. 

Wrst Lowpow Hosrrrat.—Operations, 2 r.x. 

Royal Orrnorapic Hosrrtat, — Uperations, 2 
P.M. 

Royas Iwstrrvrrox. —3 Pv... Prof. Tyndall, “On 

Electricity at Rest and Electricity in Motion.” 

| (Juvenile Lectures.) 

Wasrurnsrer Ornrsatmic Hosrrtan, — Opera- 
tions, 1} P.x«. 

(Sr. Taomas’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 P.«. 

Locx Hosprrrat, Dean-street, Soho,—Clinical De- 


lpm. 
llesttm: — 


THURSDAY, Dac. 31 ... 


PRIDAY, Jan. 1... .00cc00 


SATURDAY, Jay. 2 





Electricity at Rest and 
| (Juvenile Lectures.) 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


[Dec, 26, 1863, 








Go Correspondents, 


Ovx correspondents will oblige us by assuming some definite signature. The 
inconvenience arising from adopting such as “Constant Reader,” “ An 
Inquirer,” &c., is well exemplifie? ‘a the present number of Tax Lancet, 
in which there are three of the former and two of the latter. 

J. B.—The phosphate of ammonia has been recommended in the treatment 
of gout on certain theoretic chemical grounds, The ammonia is supposed 
to combine with the uric acid present in excess, and the phosphorus with 
the soda, forming two soluble compounds, which are readily eliminated by 
the kidneys, 

4 Constant Reader,—The Medical Council will not register any foreign quali- 
fication which has been obtained without examination. 


ExaMrvations at THE COLLEGE oF SurGEONs. 
To the Editor of Tax Lawonrr, 


Sre,—In number of December 5th you a hope 
nations atthe Collegeof Purgeons will ere long be matte more practical, and 
that candidates will be questioned at the bedside on the nature and treat- 
ment of diseases, as in the recent examinations at Cambridge for the degree 
of Master in Surgery. 

This is an improvement towards which we 
which I the 


nian 


the College, 


Ea 
s 
f 


& 
ESE 
geese 


ears, and who would be very soon scattered 
complaint, his practice might foci ts far yeara, and’ he cerlataly 
t ears, and he certai 
be re-elected to the office. y 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Wa. Faretre Crarxe, 


4 


. He may have thought 
Bethlehem Hospital a “dreary prison in the Lambeth marsh” at the time 
when he was a candidate to fill the office of physician in tht institution, 
and have been actuated by the praiseworthy motive, had he b: ¢n elected, 
of improving that “dismal place” by every means in his power. 

Mr. W. H. Folker would oblige us by stating what was the result of his cor- 
respondence with the Secretary of the G 1 Life Assurance Company, 
and whether the insurance was effected in that office or in any other. 

Dyer.—We find in the “ Premium list” recently issued by the Society of Arts 
that a medal will be awarded in 1864 for “the manufacture of a brilliant 
green colour not containing arsenic, copper, or other poisonous materials.” 





Extensive Issvpres From an AccrpENT. 
To the Bditor of Tus Lancet. 


Srr,—Not being aware that the fi is of common occurrence, I have 
taken the liberty of sending you the of a case which may prove in- 
I a post-mortem examination on the body of a youth, who was run 
over by the wheel of a dray, i in. tn deligus line caress the abdomen. 
Ss nate nye ah peer Sete smmeeeS and, * 
examination, e of the stomach rupture 

Sains at eee % ecpeent Oo Fe 


= amount of de- 
Mi 
” 'R. Inaere. 


Tae Nartrowat Mepicat Reoisrzation Association. 
Tues still remains, we regret to say, a considerable debt due from the 


Constant Reader—The right might be disputed; but we think it could be 
successfully established. 


Alpha, Studens, may direct his attention to the article Incubus in the “ Cyclo- 
pedia of Practical Medicine” for the information he requires. 








to 
if we had but common sense to 


upon myself reads your journal—one great 
let him see these few lines in print. 
St. Giles’s, December, 1963. 


4n Inquirer.—Three guineas for the night attendance, and one or two guineas 
per visit during the day. 

Iv A. H. O, will send us his name and sddress, he shall receive the informa- 
tion he desires. 

Veraz.—It has been thought by some that the accumulation of cholesterine 
in the blood gives rise to a special form of blood poisoning, to which the 
name of cholesteremia has been applied. 

Nasus.—It would be impossible to give an opinion upon the case from the 
mere description. Our correspondent should consalt some competent 
surgeon. 

' Tue ApMryisteation or CHiororor™. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 
seta hme tha apts i ase ee 


im) 
by the nose was some time since inven Mr, A. Coleman, of - 
square, consisting essentially of a reservoir, an elastic tabe » 
at Cae Caneneeny SE gti She Sere SEE SAEED Pe en ee 
nost 


manta. jeirainent ¥ have eee wae’ 
operations about the mou ‘ours, 
Central-street, December, 1563, G, E. ¥. 


A Constant Reader, who puts two physiological questions to us, will do well 
to read some elementary work upon the subject. Our time is too much 
oceupied to supply information which may be obtained by reference to any 
work on Physiology. 

T. T.—Dilute ph.sphorie acid may be given without any anxiety; but the 
solution of phosphorus in oil requires the utmost caution in its employ- 
ment. 

Tux publication of several important articles is necessarily postponed in eon- 
sequence of the space occupied by the Index. 


Communications, Lerrzrs, &c., have been received from—Mr. Hutchinson ; 
Dr. Cory; Dr, Palfrey; Mr. Boswell, Redditch; Mr. W. Parker, Bath; Dr. 


sure ;) Mr. Yeo, Winchester; Mr. M‘Nee, Munlochy, (with enclosure ;) Mr. 
Hetherington, Cockermouth, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Davies, Leamington, 
(with enclosure ;) Dr. Cuthbertson, (with enclosure ;) Dr. Black, Wakefield ; 
Mr. Howard, New Buckenham; Mr. C. Williams, (with enclosure ;) Messrs. 
Davy, Mac’smurdo, and Co., (with enclosure ;) Mr. Veitch, Edinburgh ; Mr. 
Gibson, Taunton ; Mr. Iliffe, New Zealand ; Dr. Tucker, Sligo, (with enclo- 
sure ;) Mr. T. Peat, Manningtree; Dr. Sheldon, Stratford-on-Avon, (with 
enclosure ;) Mr. Redwood, Rhymnly; Dr. Hutchinson, Liverpool; Mr, R. 
Wallace, (with enclosure ;) Dr. Walker, (with enclosure ;) Mr. T. F. Hale, 
Staveley; Mr. Knaggs, Huddersfield; Mr, Fuller, Ramsgate, (with enclo- 
sure ;) Mr. Lambden, Rippingate ; Mr. Kendall, King’s Lynn ; Mr. Nowell, 
Halifax, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Farr, Hemel Hempstead; Mr. Jeffreys; 





Royal 
J. F.; G. E. ¥.; Petra; Dyer; &e, &e. 
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Abdomen and intestines, wounded, report of a case 
Aberdeen University, pass-list of, 204; regulations 
of, 352 i 


Abstract science, 659 
ae S France, annual séance, 
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Accidental Death Insurance Company. 53 
—— poisoning, 257 ; the prevention of, 20 
Acclimatization, 18 
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Aortic aneurism, tumour simulating, 
report of a case of, 274 


24, 
590, 


Artificial limbs, 23, 81, 117 


Arts of Reading, Writing, and Speaking (review), 


310 
Ascites with ovar'an disease, on a case of, 250 
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r.T. Ly ents for “childbirth” under 
the new Poor-law, 171 

Ashton, Mr. T.J., on the Diseases, Injuries, and 
rman ge Benen Anus (review), 


63 
Assimilation and the influence of its defevts on the 


urine, on, 92 
Association of Medical Officers of Asylums and 
Hospitals for the Insane, 25, 111, 636 
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doses of meobol, 638 r 
Atlas chemical works, 


Rotherhithe, 83 
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use of, 
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X Climates, on, and their Influence in 
the Prevention and Arrest of Pulmonary Con- 


Belding, Mi, C.C, la vaccine vers eqpectt peteon ? 
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Beaney c. Fitzgerald, 555 
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ment of benzoic acid in a case of, 591; 
hair-pin extracted from the, by means of the 
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great frequency of micturition, 701; tapping the, 
under the pubes, 717 

Biake, William, “ Pictor Ignotus,” Life of (review), 
705 


Blennorthes, the cause of, 552 


of, 53 
Sournal of (review), 163, 485; Journal 
‘oreign (review), 366 
Duke of, health of, 736 
Brace, ir. C. L., the Races of the Old World (re- 


view), 512 
Bradford Eye and Ear Infirmary, 25; Medico- 


Chirurgical Society, 204 
Bradley, Mr. S. M., on a case of diffused 
; ligature of the artery above and 


Bread, adulteration of, 14; nitrogen in, 74 
e the, 692 » 
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Breast, scirrhous tumour above the, not involving 
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of carcinomatous tumour — the left, submitted 

to ablation, followed. by by recovery in each care, 

putation of the, of a pregnant woman for 
disease, 365 


167 

Brewer, tuary of, 553 

British agestiad ion for the Advancement of Science: 
Thirty-third Meeting, held at Newcastle-on-Tyne 
gE Aug. 25th to Sept. 2nd, 287; medicine at 

—— Medical Association, 204, 605 

—— Meteorological Society, 140 

Britonferry Lunatic Asylam, 83 

Brodie, Sir B. C., the Jate, 175 

Bromide of ammonium, cases of whooping-cough 
treated with the, 363, 364 

Bronchitis and thrashing machines, 407 

Bronchocele bulging the trachea inwards, near the 
bifurcation, as seen with the laryngoscope, 10 

Brooch, swallowing a, 439 

Brown wv. Edwards, 111 

Browne, Sir T., Christian Morals (review), 100 
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